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Brief Reflections, &c, 


Er oRE I enter on che ſubjed which gave rife 7 


to the following Publication, it may be expeA- 


ed that I ſhould not omit ſo favourable an opportu- © | 
nity of taking ſome notice of thoſe Remarks which 
relate to what the Author calls the elite part of 
" - | ny SERMON, | 5 
The preſent na conteſt in * which 1 we are 


involved with France was regarded at its commence- 


ment as a kind of teſt or touchſtone by which the 


loyalty and patriotiſm of the Inhabitants of this 


Country were tried. At ſight of the diſorder and 


confuſion, the ſcenes of anatchy, - cruelty and 
' miſery which prevailed in that diſtracted kingdom, 


it was natural to conclude that from fimilar cauſes - 
ſimilar conſequences might flow. Hence it ſeemed 
a duty incumbent on every good Citizen to take 
the molt ſalutary meaſures to oppoſe the propagation - 1 | 


of principles which might be productive of ſuch ca: 
e, 2808 In proportion as the danger was 
5 B . immimene, 


- 
hs 'Q 
2 Þ 


. 


1 e 0. „ 


—— GEaket: eaves appeared. 
urgent. The uſurpers of the government of France 
| had intentions, in regard to which all doubt or ſuſ- 


picion was ſoon diſſipated. Their menaces and re- 


ſolutions ſufficiently indicated, and a declatation of - 
War pübücht proclaimed their real views. But what 
excited the greateſt alarm in the breaſts of all true 
pauatriots, was not a bare ſuſpicion but a knowledge 
and ſatisfactory proof that perſons in this country 
i | eagerly coincided with the views and were Mopar 


to further the attempts of a foreign foe. 


| +> There were ſome, who ſtimulated by a lovs bf: 
25 nne and power, wiſhed to emerge from the 
bopeleſs obſcurity in which they were plunged, and 
td attain to the enviable popularity and diſtinction 

ok a Marat or Roberſpiere. Theſe would of courſe. 
© violently oppoſe the taking up arms, which by ſe. 


curing the tranquillity of the ſtate tended to defeat 


© "their ambitious hopes. But theſe ſtood not alone 
in the cauſe they had eſpouſed, or in the predilec- 
Aion they had ſhewn for French politics. From dif. 
_ | ferent principles others were led to a ſimilar oppo-! 
© Kition: Diſconcerted in their favourite ſcheme of 
emancipating themſelves from ſhackles by which 


they thought they were unjuſtly bound, or of attain- 
+ to rights to which with other citizens they inſti- 
; wated an equal claim, theſe perſons conceived that 
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that then their old Opponents being removed, "RT 


_ long-wiſhed-for purpoſes might be effected, and the 


Syſtem of Government at the ſame. time meliorat- 
ed. - Thirdly, it would be a breach of charity and 


candour not to admit that true Lovers of their | 


Country, real Friends to the preſent Conſtitution 
did upon principle, however miſtaken or deluded 
might be their judgment, oppoſe the meaſures ex- 


cited by a juſt and ſalutary alarm. Beholding facts 


under different points of view, or ſuſpetting that 
they were not ſufficiently authenticated, or confid- 


ing at all eyents in the peaceable and good diſpoſi- 


tions of the multitude, they ſaw no danger which ; 
threatened them; and it is not to be wandered at 
that they ſhould conſider the means taken to guard 
againſt it as unneceſſary. and unwiſe, FO 


To which of theſe three Claſſes of Anti Alanis 
0 Author of the Remarks belongs, not knowing 
Who or what he is“, I cannot poſitively determine, 
but for the credit of Society as a man of Letters and 
Education, not to. the. firſt I am diſpoſed to pro- 
nounce —and I cannot help lamenting for his own 


4 5 that he ſhould diſcover ſo much irritation! and 
ſeem to ſmart as if he had received a wound, at my 
Aiming that "__ were Perſons © whoſe attach- 


F 9 * 9 


f 
„ I will not wal that 1 bows receive hoes 3 e in 
regard t to him ; but as they apply to a Clergyman hom to the f 


. +belief 1 never ſaw, nothing but poſuive and authentic. teſtimony "all 
induce me to aſcribe to him or any man principles, which I may think 
to detract from his character as an Individual, or 


r to reflect diſcredit on the | 
Ps to which he belongs, By 


| 2 5 2 | -[ 8 5 
Sk den to their ov rorſopure and zealous 
FR. «and fincerity of whoſe patriotic principles might be 


. 4s J am to impute any motive of difloyalty or ſedi- 
tion to this Writer, ſuch an imputation would not 
2 — be leſs warrantable than are the reſlections thrown 


— 5 175 preſent war. 8 
"a Or all; deſcriptions of Perſons, except, "perkups 
5 the Members of Adminiſtration, none have receiv- 
dd a more liberal portion of calumny and abuſe 
and for what reaſons? Witneſſes as they have 


&. _ »-. thatthe religion of their Sævrounxz that treaſure, that 
domfort and ſupport! of Society was formally abo- | 


? £ - 
b 


— -- ridicule 3 they have endeavoured to inſpire their 
NNearers with a juſt deteſtation and abhorrence of 
= fuch deeds, they have exhorted them'to beware of 
de arxtiſices of the Perpetrators of them, and to repel- 
>  _- invaders fraught with principles which lead to them. 
8 When Forces have been: raiſed for theſe purpoſes 
3 they, have availed themſelves of a common ceremo- 
ie delivery of a Standard, to enlighten their 
Fellow Citizens on the nature and importance of 
8 8 office x undertook _ the axon of the 
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juſtly called in queſtion“. Unauthoriſed, however, 


on many of the Clergy on account of the part they 
dave taken i in giving e e f 


5 | N been of the moſt enormous crimes, the moſt fan- 
_ ." ©  guinary and iniquitous praftices in France: finding ; 


* Tiſhed, and that every thing ſacred was turned into 


* = 
re. 
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obligations by which they were bound. They have 
adviſed them rather to penſh in ſuch a cauſe than 
be conquered, to ſet but little value on their lives 
When compared with the proſpeQ of ſervitude under 
| the yoke of Infidels and Tyrants. In all this they 
have thought to diſcharge the duty ol faithful and „ 
zealous Paſtors, of upright and loving Citisens—- 
How far they are juſtified in this coneluſion, may be | 
ſeen in ſome meaſure by contraſting their condutt / 
with one of an oppoſite nature—for at a eriſis ſo 
momentous, neutrality or indifference ſeems to be 
entirely out of the queſtion. oh 
| Suppoſe then, that a Clergyman enjoying in oc 
the revenues appropriated to his function by the 
State, protefted in the exerciſe and profeſſion of a 
religion he has adopted through choice, engaged by © - 
| | the moſt folemn vows in its protection and ſupport 
25 [ues | —ſhould, however, ſo far forget the ties of honour 
3 and conſcience as to take an intereſt in the cauſe of 
25 Democrats and Anarchs, and become an avowed © 
1 Advocate in the favour of Socinians and Dei — 
I | Suppoſe; I ſay; eee eee 95 
| - in what colours ſhould we repreſent him? Should 
- | we not ſtigmatize him as blacker bende ue 
7 Wretceh deſcribed wade the Poet, | 
— "ARS — — _— nd rodit aui, 
f 6: ee Mr es 
e fleep's clothing, as a Traitor to his Country unt 
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A an enemy to his > OY IR God? Of all 

© Members i in Society, then, the duty of the Clergy 
bas been at the ſame time the moſt obvious and 
© moſt; indiſpenſable. 

But in exerciſing it Hay is the recompence they 
n received? What conſtruQtion has been put on 
their views and fentiments ? They have been repre- 

- ſented as delighting *to exert themſelves in a ſan- 


A guinary cauſe”, cas loving that horrid monſter War 
A *forits. own fake”, das wilfully violating the com- 
f 5 4 mands'of the F. er of their religion”, as being 


A influenced by ſiniſter motives, by proſpefts of a 


(temporal revard'e. And with what degree of can. 


dour and liberality theſe inſinuations have been 


5 ; thrown out, take the Remarks in queſtion as a ſpeci- 
men. In reading theſe Remarks who would imagine 


that the Diſcourſe which is the object of them has 
ſor its text a ſoleinn addreſs to the DRI rx for a ceſſa- 


tion of arms? Who would imagine that to convince 
. [his Hearers of the importance of obtaining ſo deſi- 


nale an object, the Preacher has employed a great 
part of his Diſcourſe in deſeribing the horrors and 
calamities of war? How unfair is the reaſoning of 
ſuch Antagoniſts as theſe? To what pitiful ſophiſms 
and evaſions are they not driven? We unite with 
_ them in admitting and deploring the miſeries inci- - 
dent to a State. of hoſtility between two Nations—it 


zs a ſtate which we av N 1 to certain 
5 e „„ 3 De 8 
„) 1 # fon hs indecem aun, he u. ; 


1 


deftruſtion or the loſs of every thing valuable and 

dear We contend for it chat the preſent circum. ' 
ſtances are ſuch as to render this Ry . 
native neceſſary. _ 


To all this what do we receive in reply ? vans 
ping pan worked up and exaggerated in all the 
extent and variety of language, on the injuſtice | 
and cruelty of War War, it is ſounded in our 
«ears, is contrary to the ſpirit of the Goſpel”. What 

a a pomp of quotations” does not the Author of the | 


Remarks diſplay to prove this? Take up arms in 


defence of religion! Shocking thought ! How incon- 
ſiſtent ! How abſurd ! How reconcile God with the 
Devil, &c. To all this I anſwer that my ſentiments | 
{and I believe I might anſwer alſo for thoſe of my 
' Brethren) are ſufficiently explicit. It is aſtoniſhing 
how malice and ingenuity united can affix to them 
any other meaning than this—viz. that religion con- 
ſidered in itſelf as of heavenly origin, cannot be 
aaffected by the machinations of impious and aba 
Adoned Men, and that it may truſt ſolely to ſpiritual " 
and divine Authority for its ſiipport—but that againſt © 
D ſurpers who would wiſh to deprive us of the right 
and means of diſcharging the public duties of this 
religion, it is lawful and even neceſſary to reſort to 
fiuman force, and reſiſt their attempts to the utmoſt - 
chat the preſervation. of our temples and altars 
8 * the privilege of frequenting them we ought to 
. be more anxious. t maintain than any privilege 


which 4 


II 1 
10 . to intereſts of a 8 nature, | 
For ſheſe reaſons T have endeavoured to cautian 
my Hearers againſt an imprudent and fallacious = 
EE. - peace—a peace that would be followed by conſe- N f | 
| - quenges detrimental to their preſent and future hap- 5 
1 pieſs. And here is the great rock of offence, he. | 
| - grievance that provokes ſuch indignation—hence 
|F —- thoſeomteries—But do the Perſons who make them 
mean to contend that War i is in no caſe juſtifiable? _ oy 
8 Do they mean to ſay, chat if a Frenchman miſſes bis 0 10 
dla aimed at an Engliſhman's throat the firſt time, Ys 
de is 10 preſent it to him the ſecond, becauſe our - 
#3 2 5 . Saviour has declared, whoſoever ſhall ſmite thee on 2 | 
N i 1 - - thy right cheek,. turn to him the other alſo ? They _ 3 
. © reyolt tapropofition ſo abſurd would it however, 1 
de lefs ridiculouson our part to impute to them the 
dene of this propoſition, than it is illiberal n 
FF _— theirs to ſuppoſe that we can be zealous i in carrying 
on a war. on any principle but that of neceſſity? _ 
5 Or can this necęſſity be more urgent than when our 
5 civil, our. religious rights and liberfies are pot wn” 
„ ed, but actually attacked? 5 +. mo 
. ver direction Providence in * wiſdom -- 
Ani PAN pt to give to events, however the preſent 
5 __ conteſt: in which we: are engaged may terminate, 92 
mwaoſe ho begun and ſupported it will always e Fg 
* 0 8 the'conſolation to refle& chat they have been influ. = 
7 ended by the / pureſt principles, the nobleſt motives. 7 3 
1 They ſaw the FOI Church/and State ex- 528 
1 105 ow poſed 


— 
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ment of a peace in the ſitustion that affairs now are, occaſion the overthrow 


8 a} tion. But what 


GS 


1 18 "F- 
nde imminent danger, they ſtood forth glariouſly 
in their defence. In the preſervation of ſuch bleſſ- 


ings, they counted as nothing, the certain proſpełt 


of expenſe nor the probable ſacrifice of their lives. 


Should events, then, turn out unfavourable to their 
_expeQation; this, I ſay, is a conſolation to which, 
in the worſt of caſes they may always reſort*. Not, 
however, that they wiſh to reſt the motives of their 


condudt on this conſideration alone—they wiſh not 
to defend their meaſures on the idea that their hearts 
” might hereafter juſtify them at the expenſe of their 
heads.—No, the juſtice and neceſſity of the preſent m 
war has been demonſtrated by arguments drawn from 8 
incontrovertible fad —and that with an ability and 
force which muſt carry with them in every honeſt 
; and impartial mined an n e "OO. 


eee ee e eee e will te 
nents of this war have ? Where will be their reſource ſhould a free inter- 
courſe with the French and an introduction of their principles on the eſtabliſh- 


cf om Government? It has been ſaid, and I believe, with great j , that 


| America was loſt in a N H e of C-—ns. The violent l 


ez 8 es of the Advocates of the rebellion in that H e contributed 


concert the meaſures taken to ſuppreſs it, than did all the mancu- 
i vres and exertions of the Leaders of the Rebels themſelves. The reflection on 


' this circumſtance ethe ition of that time cauſe for joy and exulta- 
— jen 2 ſcope for indulging thoſe feeli mo 


not tbe oppoſition of. the preſent meaſures of IQ have, if 3 Xo 
wil 


countenance and ſupport given to ſeditious Meetings, by the eagerneſs 


> to patch upa 2 with —_ of Anarchs, by the deſponding . held of 
bur internal reſources oy ſhould give vigour and refolution to our enemy, 
iſmemberment of a Kingdom or che loſs of à fe 


and thus occaſion, not th 


Rear Colonies, but the downfal and ruin of their Country—that Coun- 
a the Conſtitution of which formed the pride and happineſs o their Anceſ- 
7 6 4; and which by every honourable and 
mit to their Poſterity ? 
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- Where i is Fe Cothy'i or State which Ja not con- 


tain in its boſom Members, who fron ambition, pre- 
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Here I take my leave, and forever, of all political 


"du: with this anonymous Critic—nor ſhould 


1 have been inſtigated to ſay What little I have, had 


he not introduced another topic, on which I am 


anxious to profit by ker information, let it come 


from what [quarter or in whatever ſhape it may. 
_ Oppoſite as are our views of the meaſures of Go- 
| Yernment, it. is leſs ſurpriſing that we ſhould not 


altogether accord in ſentiment « on. matters of ; a dil. 
ferent kind. 


1 n attempting t to 8 the Azihar of the Re. 4 


arts by internal evidence, from his acquaintance 
With the works of our learned Divines and their 
Commentators I was diſpoſed at firſt to regard, him 


AS a Member of the eſtabliſhed Church—but TI was. 
1 70 9 to reconcile his conduR as duch with that 


_ propenſity | and zeal which he manifeſts in attack- 
us and diſcrediting, on all fides, the paſtoral inftruQi- 


ons of the Clergy. To theſe he oppoſes, with tri- - 


ny arguments drawn from Socinian Pens; and 
be ſeems as anxious in extolling the * of the 
x. Bs as, in e thoſe of the, . 1 


1 6 1 


| peri alſo how nearly religious and political 
8 ſentiments are found to coincide, I was obliged to 
give up my firſt opinion contrary to the ſuggeſtions 
of many. However, whether Layman or Divine, 
Churchman or Socinian, or a heterogeneous Com- 
pound of both, he has attacked me on a profeſſion- 
al topic, which I -acknowledge to have much at 
heart—I mean the eloquence of the Pulpit. Inflex- 
ble in his politics, I had no objettion to leave him 
in poſſeſſion of them unmoleſted, and to ene bis 
triumph (if by wy filence he had thought to have ;, 
+  -obtained;one, or if a triumph in ſuch a cauſe could 
have afforded him any ſatisfaction or credit) but as 
8") lence on his other arguments might be conſtrued | 
„5 M6 acquieſcence, and as theſe arguments tend in 
my mind to. eſtabliſh..exroneous ideas, I felt it a 
duty to ſtate my reaſons L differ in opinion both - 
from him, and from the" reſpeQable authorities he 
has brought to his ſupport. | 


| His object is to controvert a poſition laid A | 
by Dr. BLais; and which I preſumed zealouſly to 
eſpouſe, *that a perfett model of Pulpit Eloquence 
might be formed from a“ union of the French ear- 3 
Le neſtneſs and warmth with Bk Engliſh accuracy and 
-  * *reaſon” The genius and charatter”, Ts 5. «* of 
nt En te open pa 7 5 
+" -* Let me Oy! to infornt this orthographical Caviller, and 1 ende 
1 ſhall be ſupported if not by the moſt numerous Writers at leaſt by the moſt 
approved Au horities, that when the vowel u takes the ſound' of a ſemi- con- $4 


- Tonant, the euphonic article ſhould be à and not an 850 it is as well to fay 
an OW: an Jy as an union. | 


* 4 4 * 
8 + $82 4 | 5 | | 7 A . 
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1 . be tuo nations are fo diflimilar”—For this very rea · | 5 | wen 
bf fon different modes of perſuaſion in each are recom- 


- 5 4 - ; ended. © An adoption of one to an entire excluſion ; : 
pl the other is not propoſed. It is not recommend. 


: 5 dd to abandon che Engliſh mode of inftruQtion from 1 
eue Pulpit, and to ſubſtitute the French one in is 
tead. Both, it is contended for, have their defects 


. as well as their advantages, and it is from a union 1 
„ [. 


But 16, "ay. this Writer and his Advocates, 
Eng _ all probibility fach an attempt to unite their re- 
ö eee encellencies would be vain and fruitleſs“ 


Oe * bes Oe 3 . ® 
Sp let us not make our Neighbours proud 


ES 82 ſolici iciting help which we do not want “ Di 4 8 
9 N 3 we indeed want ſuch help ever ſo much, yet, if ve Y , 
„m *a very competent Judge, we ſhould [I 
4 not find it where Mr. GAR DIx ER would have * 

kel for it; for according to the learned and — 


EY 5 SLY - * gefious Dr. Gazconv, amongſt the French it is - BW! 


- 


r iy 12 r „„ a OI0 BEP bs 193 4, 5 

. | | | | 25 1 

ài de. epithets” © learned and ingenious” here 81 
n aſeribed to Dr. Gurooky, I ſincerely acquieſce; 
Wray; 4 dearly rejoice in thus paying bm W |} } 


OE Juſt 4 tribute in common with all Who have read his 2 
LS woyrks, becauſe men'of learning and genius are not . 

3 indulgent to errors in the ſentiments of others, _ 
buð ald take in good part, a free diſcuſſion of their || 
dun. Alſo to the pertinence and e of Dr. + 3 
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Gxzcorv's obſervations in his prefatory Diſcourſe; | 


were it of any weight, I would ſubſcribe my moſt 


chearful teſtimony. But when I hear him pro- 

; nounced a © competent Judge” to decide on the 

2 _ fubje& in queſtion, I beg leave to demur. How: 
far his competency is to ſuperſede that of Dr. BI Aix 


5 e- eee pere de ones OMA 
. the preſent reflections to determine. 


His words are, *thoſe Critics whoſe n 
or whoſe indolence has induced them to take their 


2 


Anation, have raſhly aſſigned the preference to the 
. oratary of the French Pulpit. I have gone through- 
* the drudgery of peruſing all the moſt celebrated of 
their Preachers; and I will not heſitate to declare, 
CLIT # chat; except {BAR 0s 50s of Milecrt ion; We. 
| are ſcarcely any which deſerve, I vill not ſay tobe 
pL compared with the Engliſh Preachers, but to 3e 
read at all”. It would be an affront to aſeribe 
y any ſentiment of Dr. Süsel to temerity. Tue 
4 Frelent oss ke giren with che wen manure diene 
5 _ _ tion, and aſter an attentive peruſal of all the moſt 


* 


et opinion of Gallic eloquence from the Critics of hat . 1 


1.4 -£ 
- 
” 


| celebrated of the French Preachers; for ſuch, he _ ** 

de is the labour be has gone through, and with 

which he is ſo much diſſatisfied as to term it ca 5 

5 drudgery '. When I firſt read this decifion, I was 8 

ada almoſt tempted to exclaim from a ſudden impulſe,” | 8 
an the . traits N 0: Boe: De 

of | (for * f 5 


+" 0 


A bach ieibe e title this Ds oe. 
fully receives—of BossvErT, than whom ſince the 


Roman æra none, perhaps, has been more deſerved- 


8 ly compared to DemosTHENES )—the correct and 
energetic periods of his Succeſſor BounD ALOE 

- the poliſhed and inſinuating ſtrains of MassILLox. 
Theſe are works which an Orator, a Profeſſer and 
. e of the axt, himſelf a Compoſer and Editor 
en das pronounced it “a drudgery to read 


. . ; Bur by Tub an ejaculation reflected that I might 
= 3  Jubjet myſelf to a charge of unbecoming warmth 
1 and! intemperance, or at leaſt I might be accuſed of 


xetailing the hacknied ſentiments and echoing the 
Partiel rhapſodies of French Critics, from whom 


0 through complaiſance or indolence I might have 


* taken my opinion of Gallic Eloquence” 3 


2 50 © e ſuch an inkouation as this laſt may og 
Mlicahle to many, I will not deny—but ſurely it 
Wand be preſumptuous to attach it to Dr. BAL. 
Ae muſt have peruſed theſe Authors, ſince he com- 
Pares one with another, enters into the reſpettive 
eriticiſms and eſtimates the peculiar merits of each. 
Her le. ready to acknowledge their. general 
dueſets as he is to extol their excellencies. He par- 
t ticulaxiſes and deſcribes the former, but in avoiding 
moe he thinks. the latier are ſuch at leaſt as to de- 
mand attention, and hat even benefit may he derived 
. an b vith. Shams. 4 Anumn all 
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* 
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« theſe defeQs”; ſays he, * it eannot be denied tliat 


tc their Sermons are formed upon the idea of a per- 


_ *ſuaſive popular Oration; and therefore I am — 


opinion, they may be read with benefit“. 

. Gnrcony on the contrary ſeems ſo impreſſed — 
a a ſenſe of their defefts, that he has hardly the pati- 
ence to hint at any good properties they poſſeſs. 
„They are in general written indeed”, ſays he, lt in 
«a ſtyle of animated rhetoric” hut chis is a circum- 


ſtance of ſo little weight in the ſeale{that h&Uiſeards 
and reprobates them without mercy. * Except one 
or two of Massriton”, out of Tach a'variety,!' 


e ſcarcely any deſerve to be read df all When 
men of eminence and abilities appear to differ in 
opinion, the firſt object of Perſons of inferior en- 


dowments ſhould: be to reconcile - them, that their 
Readers may not be diſtracted and led aſtray by 
either. This, however, in the preſent caſe appearz 
impraQticable. The oppoſition is too pointed and 
Rrong. To decide we muſt exerciſe our own judg- 


ment; and hence an inveſtigation into the fubj ec is 5 
ee 4: Author bas his reſpective Partiſans. 


"What firſt induced me to ſuſpect the validity of 
Dr. Grxzcony's deciſion,” was his exception of one 
or two Sermons from Masson. The diſtin- 5 
guſhing. properties of the French Writers, as Mid 
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78 kad he pronounced as much of the works of Bo- 
38 surf; particularly his Funeral Orations, one might 


aue been leſs at a loſs where to direct one's ſteps, |[_ 
and l ſee the moſt perfeQ; but as for one or two | | 


ff © © Sermons of M4s511L0N, it appeared to me that it 17 
M2 | vould have been an aft of kindneſs to have ee 5 5 


. them, it would have relieved the anxiety and grati- 


RE | fied the laudable curioſity of enquirers of inferior ; : 
„3 eee e Bossver i is univerſally. 2 _ 6:4 
3 5 RE 5 our reverence by his aueh and majeſtic may; "4g 
_ 3 others he leaves us to deplore the feebleneſs and 
2 v8 © 1 with which he walks. But with Mas- 
| © 41100 the caſe is the very revetſ. Leſs Une. 


oF: 
* 


Ss o 


* 
r 
# 


wo 
= 


* 


* N : and equal—and as on being imerrogued himſelf 5 


"os 7 14 v 


3 * thak. which ade beſt”; to, were a. Critle $ 
EDS Wien, 1 fimilar alt <ag7 6 oul 


3» 5 


cad laſt” 7 FW; 


„It will be rcd that Dr. Guxeconr; in 
e eee, w of theſe Sermons 
a8 Compoſitions, of the manner or ſtyle of the French 
Writers, and not of the nature of their ſubjeQs. | In- 
- feed,.the obſervation would be otherwiſe nugatory . 

N and vague, becauſe different ſubjeQs'excite different 


Ftv 


ſenſations, and muſt of courſe occafion a preference 


fp 
ry ,-- 
WW 
% 


Wo. 


3 OS 
— of « one to the other. Whether, Ca in his 
ſelettion, Dr. GREGOR had this diſtinction in view 
or not, ve are partly gratified in the object of our 
; wiſhes. Among his own we are favoured with an 
28 Imitation of oN E of thoſe of Mass iL LON Sermons 3 
Wuhich have this decided preference; the exception 9 
and the neceſſity of making it equally appear. But Re 
x in obtaining an information ſo deſirable, what emo- 
tions of ſurpriſe ariſe in the breaſt of the Reader ? 
And what refleQtions in conſequence take place? 
. 85 With all the reſpett due to the talents of this Critic, 
i it not a little curious to ſee an Author Who has \ 
ſuch abilities of his own to rely on, have recourſe | 
to the works of another, which in general he pro- 
_ clainis to the World deſerve not to be read at all? 
If the Englih Preachers are ſo far ſuperior to the _ - 3 
French, that the latter * deſerve not to be compared = 
Dich them”, why did he not determine on one o 
theſe for his Wenk If for the ſake of variety 
. or relaxation, he choſe to amuſe himſelf with the 
. productions of others, why not look out for the beſt 
| 1, of the kind? Were. there not writers enough oft 
dur own Country to gratify him in this objett— 
Writers of great merit and of fo old a date, as to be 
in the hands of few, perſons at preſent? Might he 
not have had recourſe to the multifarious produc- 
tions of a BARROw, a BEVERIDOE, a CHARNOCK, 


5 Kc. with all of whom there i is room for improve. 
ment in mer 


— 


In 


FT 


«Tn 3 then, .to unite his ſentiments 
7 with his conduQ. in this reſpeQ, are we not tempted 
do exclaim, O MassiLLoNn, what couldſt thy am- 

bition defire more? What greater homage could 

be paid to thy immortal name? Does it not ſurpaſs |F. 
_ the moſt languine efforts of thy profeſſed Encomi- 
. aſts—ſince it is a homage, not voluntarily given, 
but in a manner extorted from an eminent Critic | | 
and Judge diſpoſed to withhold it—ſince it is a ho- 
mage not of words but of action in direct oppoſition 

. e to words? In uttering ſo ſevere and indiſcriminate 

8 lentenge, did it never occur to Dr. Gxzcory 

=: chat another Perſon i in reading theſe Sermons might | 

blaze found out one or two others worthy of imita= 

| 5 tion, as well as thoſe he diſcovered himſelf one ” W- 
or two compoſed nearly on a fimilar plan—ſuch as 5 
the Prodigal Son, the Reſurreũtion of Lazarus, | + 
the Woman of Samaria, &c.? And was it right to 
diſcourage the young Student (for ſuch he is pro- + l. 


Wh 
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* 
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feſſedly addrefling) in a purſuit or inveſtigation ? 
Z from which he appears to have derived ſome advan- "Th 


tage himſelf—for i it is an advantage to have acqui F 


* ed even one excellent Sermon, N of ing 5 by BD 
=.  . rank among his own. _ 5 
. But there is an advantage, in porn opinion, ak : 8 
more ſubſtantial kind to be reaped. To ſuppoſe ry 


that Dr. Gxzcory, conſcious of the circumſtance 
Ta am n about to 22585 decided as be did with a view "BE | 
6-7-5 BY 
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to diſcourage others from reading theſe Sermons, 
for fear of raiſing up Competitors with himſelf, 


would: be illiberal in the extreme, and I utterly 
diſclaim an inſinuation ſo unjuſt. But I may be per- 


mitted to hazard a conjeQure which is pardonable 
(ſince it is a circumſtance of which he may be himſelf 
unconſcious) that his own Sermons would never have 
been written in the elevated and impreſſive ſtyle they 
are, had he not gone through the *drudgery” of read- 
ing Criticiſms which he indirealy condemns, and 
Sermons which he directly declares deſerve not to be. 
read at all, At leaſt, had I, unacquainted with his 
prefatory Diſſertation, attentively peruſed his' Diſ- 
courſes, I ſhould have been inclined to think that 
he was one of thoſe who, improving on the Engli/h, 
had attempted to form himſelf on the models of the 


French School“. 


De | Aſter 


' ® Certain it is there are many beautiful figures of ſentences in Dr. Gx E- 
cor Y's Sermons, with which MAs81L Lon abounds, and which are rarely to 
be met with in any of our Sermon Writers. Beſides, is there upon the whole, 


a more ſpirited or better written Diſcourſe in the Collection, than the one 


taken from MAas81LLON? However, Dr. Gazcory admits, in a Note, 


© that the original may be much ſuperiqr... In fact, were it only from its bre- 
. vity, the Imitation muſt be deſtitute of beauties which the Original will be 


found to poſſeſs, Is it not a pity that the Author did not continue his imi- 
tation to another Sermon which might have compriſed the ſecond part; 
hege are ſuch inferences as the following You imagine that a miracle, a 
© Man raiſed from the dead, or an Angel appearing from Heaven would 
« induce you to change your ſentiments and your morals ; this is the language 
« whish, like the Rich man, you every day hold ; but you are miſtaken, 

1 Brethren, you would fill look out for reaſons to doubt, you would 

4+ in the corruption of your heart, pretences to reſiſt the light of truth. Our 
AV 10U R's miracles did not induce the Phartſees to renouncetheir Hypocriſy 
nor the Sadducees their Infidelity, Theſe miracles rendered them the more 
10 inexcuſable but not the more faithful. The ne miracle of religion is 
© the ſubhmity of its doctrines, the ſanity of it's precepts, the glory and 
s writings, If you are not moved, PO A IIS | 


\ 


1 1 Aer n the deciſion we have been examining 
is not a blind or indefinite one. Dr. GREGORY 
produces his reaſons for it, which juſtice demands 
that we ſhould attend to. They are in general writ- 
ten, indeed,” ſays he, „in a ſtyle of animated rheto- 
- &ric, but altogether in a bad taſte, 5 They abound in 
No points, antitheſes, and conceits. But their great 

defect is a poverty of matter. It is difficult, 


4 
2 


one would rejoice in ſeeing it ſucceſsfully imitated by others 
"D#./Gzzcorvihimfelf? ??? 


24 


} 


„through the maſs of words, to find any ideas at 


« all; and when you have found them, as GRATIA-· 


No ſays, they are not worth the ſearch”. _ Theſe 


obſervations partially taken are ſo juſt, and ſo ap- 
pulicable to many if not moſt of the French Writers, 
_ .* particularly thoſe of the Proteſtant: Claſs, that one 
: cannot help lamenting that no exceptions were made 
in them in regard to thoſe which are held up as emi- 
nent Models in the Art of eloquence, Theſe, how- 
ever, far from intending to exclude are the very 
Perſons whom Dr. Gxzcoxvy has in view. He is 
ſpeaking of the moſt celebrated of their Preacherst. 


I Theſe 


% by them, what elſe can produce the effect? Read, then, theſe ſacred 

__ *«Writings, &c". I have given this ſhort paſſage to the Engliſh Reader that 
he may be able to form ſome ſlight judgment ofa ſtyle ſo much condemned. 
Throughout Mass1 LLoNn's works: utidoubtedly antitheſes are to be found: 
but is not the antitheſis judiciouſly applied one of the moſt beautiful figures of 


Rhetoric ? Shall we ſay, then, that this ſtyle is founded altogether on a bad taſte Fl 
Or is there not in it ſo much of the language of nature and ſentimettt; that 


„as well as by 


„ 


/ - 


_ + How are the learned found to diſagree ?. MonGieur Cr2ui2r, a French 


- Ciitic of conſiderable genius, condemning as ſtrongly as. Dr. Gxzconr 


ag, theſe * points and conceits” in .oratorical compoſitions, conclude tem- 


{ 4 : - phatically 


| Ks — 
Fi .. 
[ 

| 

| 


* — 


1 


| 
| 
| 
| 


+7 


* 


25 ] 


Theſe he condemns in toto as unworthy to be read. 
And hence, however much we may admire his 


genius and learning, in paſſing ſentence. on them 

and accuſing them of a bad taſte, he has atleaſt com- 
| mitted himſelf with the Public for the ay and 
_ delicacy of his own. 


Had Dr. Gxzcorvy reſtrited his Criticiſm to 'the 


herd of unſucceſsful Imitators, far from attempting 
to controvert, every one would have acquieſced 
in and applauded it. All that has been now ad- 


vanced might have been ſpared. Becauſe of the 
poſition then laid down what would have been the 
extent? How far would it have gone to prove? 
Only that Grand Originals may have falſe and im- 
perfect Copyiſts. And would it not be the height 


of injuſtice to withhold the admiration and applauſe 


due to the former, becauſe we are obliged to cenſure 


and conſign to oblivion the latter? What ſhould 
we think of a French Critic who would wiſh to de- 
tract from the glory of this Nation by refuſing ſubli- 


mity to MIL rox, vivacity and elegance to Poe, 


Purity and ſimplicity to GR Av, becauſe many of 
their Followers have exhibited - ary TE of 


1 way of * nis maxims, « Je ne trouve aucune pointe "af 
dans etl, by way et Cod nN, ni dans ezeee, LLON et Bou DA- 


LOVE”, Ts it not alittle extraordinary alſo that Rolin, a Writer of ſo 


much eminence, who bas a thorough diſtaſte for points and witty conceits“ 
ſhould not diſcover any in the works of theſe great men? Now it ig acknow- 
6 by all that Fleckier,” who is deſervedly placed in the rank of their firſt 


rators, who is often noble and ſublime in his ideas, has, however, loſt 


e his glory by the dazzling ſplendour n his ſtyle, 
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2 fuſtian and bombaſt, of meretricious ornament, of | 
wild imagery or dull buffoonery ? | 


Let us, then, well and good, be on our guard 
againſt * complaiſance and indolence”, which lead- 


ing us to take the ſentiments of French Critics upon 


truſt, might be the means of our forming too high 


and too flattering an opinion-of their Orators—but 


in judging of theſe ſame Orators by the teſtimony of 
Engliſk Critics, ought we leſs to beware of the ſame 
principles, leſt we ſhould be induced to treat them 


with unmerited contempt, and throw them by as 
- unworthy to be read. In my humble opinion, tbe 
Perſon who having peruſed attentively the works of 


Mass1LLoN' can repreſent him in this light, can 


proſcribe him as a model unfit for genius in any re- 
 ſpett to profit by—ſuch a Perſon may be capable of 


contributing in various ways to the advancement of 
human knowledge or the promotion of the fine Arts; 


but he has miſtaken his talent if he thinks himſelf 


* eminently. qualified to improve the ſcience of Ox a- 
ron x and to impart inſtruQtion in the moſt advanta- 


geous way to a popular Aﬀembly. Anſwerable in 
ſome degree to a Perſon of this deſcription may be 


deemed another great Authority my Antagoniſt pro- 


duces in ſupport of his opinion, Dr. Jouxsox. 1 


It does not appear that Dr. Jonnsow has profeſs- 5 
"> canvaſſed or ſpoken ſo deciſively on the ſubject 


| as Dr. Gzzoorv. He does not fay « that he has - 


2 Meet en gone 


E 
4 gone through the drudgery of reading the moſt 
celebrated of the French Preachers, and that they 
« deſerve not to be read at all”. But amidſt other 
branches of literature in which he aſcnibes the ſupe- 
riority to this Country over the French, he certain- 
ly does include Pulpit Compoſitions. I wiſh not to 
withhold from Dr. Jouxsox the appellation of our 
Engliſh Axis ror IE or *Maſter Critic”. He is Qne, 
to whom I ſhould be ſorry not to look up with all 
poſſible veneration. He is one, who to uſe an ex- 
preſſion of his own, © has enlarged the knowledge of 
human Nature”, and whoſe works may be con- 
ſtantly read with an increaſe of improvement and 
- delight. But let not our veneration, even for this 
„ Coloſſus of literature” hurry us into an indiſcreet 
zeal or erroneous opinion. Dr. JohN SOx was a 


Mortal, like others fallible, ſubjett to infirmities. 


Who of his moſt ſanguine Admirers and moſt 
zealous Advocates will deny that he was liable to 
prejudices, and that in many inſtances he carried 
them to an extreme. To confirm this, it is unne- 
ceſſary to dive for proof into the maſs of anecdotes 
retailed by his Biographers. His criticiſms on Mi i- 
rox and Gray unhappily afford monuments of it 
too laſting, As to the refinement of his taſte, the 
Authorities juſt. alluded to inform us, that he had 

no reliſh even for the acting of a Gaknick, that 
he was inſenſible to the charms of muſic. and the 
beauties 
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more difficult to write a good Play than a good Sermon, but 
Perſon unſucceſsful · in attempting the former would be at, all likely.to excel _ 


in the latter. Both ſeem equally to demand a refined and delicate taſte, a 
clear and acute diſcernment; eas 


. c irrelig ion. The Italians, it is ſaid, make ſtran es of thi 
Aide Pulpit. 5 Fe 8 e 7 
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beauties of a pifture—and although a taſte for theſe 
arts is not neceſſarily connected with a taſte for elo- 
quence, yet I believe, no one would fix on a Per 
ſon inſenſible to them as of all others beſt qualified 
d 0 determine on the fitneſs and excellence of a Ser- 
mon. Extraordinary as Dr. JonxsOox's talents 


were, it. is well known that he did not attain to emi- 


nence in every mode of directing them. He failed 
in attempting to write for the Stage; and as to the 
Pulpit, from the very production of his Irene, 
augur he was as 


little qualified to excel in thatꝰ. 
e e TTE Dal nveet;s hs - 
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by „ The talents required in compoſing or the Pulpit and the Stage ſeem 


more nearly allied than many may imagine. I admit that it uy be much 


| above all, an intimate acquaintance with 
the human heart, with all the ſprings and motives of conduct in all its branch- 


es. In thus pron matey, however, the Authors in each department; let 
iapprehend me as wiſhing to aſſimilate the endow- 


not the moſt 1gnorant m 
ments of the Actor and the Preacher. On the contrary, nothing can be more 
-unbecoming in the Pulpit than that meaſured theatrical geſture which the 


Stage demands. It would be foreign to my preſent purpoſe to enter far into 


the ſubje& of Action, but I may obſerve in general, that the workings of na- 


ture in the Preacher ſhould be expreſſed almoſt ſolely by the features, or in- ; 
_ clinations of the head and body. All violent ſmiting of the breaſt or cuſhion, 


pointing N finger or extenſion of both hands are juſtly proſcribed. 
am the more anxi 


found to'be the 


thing can be more decifive than the rules of their Cri- 
ties on this ſubject. They abſolutely diſcard every thing theatrical and recom- 


mend an Action ſober, ſuitable to. the dignity. of the place they are in, and 
the ſubje@ on which they treat. See, in 

- QUENCE .du Corrs „On la veut (action) ſolide, may 
* felon les difſerents ſujets et les diverſes parties du meme ſujet—Ne 


rticular, DinovarT's L'ELO- 

iſe, agreable, ſimple, 
y oe nt Mangu- 

vre, ui comgghten ; n ghet ni * vi trop peu de geſte—Evitez ce comique tendre et 

Paſſtons qui decbleroit en vous le - comedien—croire 

fires doivent 


apprendre le bel air,” la belle prononciation thez les Afteurs, c'eſt abus 


\ | 5 s 7 


v5. 


query if a 


a ious briefly to expreſs my ſentiments on this head, wa q 
many entertain an idea that from the natural viyacity of the French, their 
Preachers throw themſelves into a variety of diſguſting attitudes, and are 
Iond of comic and extravagant geſtures. Whether this 


| "caſe in reality, having never heard any of them, I cannot ſay from experi- 
ence; bunt I know nothi 


chez des Chritiens, des Mini- 


ein 


5 


r 
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I would apply to him the words of an eminent mo- 
dern Critic in ſpeaking of Dr. You xc © that he did 
not appear to have had an imagination flexible 
enough for the eloquence of the Pulpit”, and I 


vill add nor could he have accommodated bimſelf 
to that ſimplicity and perſpicuity of ſtyle which a 


popular exhortation requires. Prone, then, as we 


are to condemn or diſapprove of that in which we 


are not qualified to excel, is it ſurpriſing that Dr. 


Jo HN SON a man |: ſubjea to prejudice, ſhould, be- 
ſtow as little praiſe on a moving and pathetic ora- 


tion as he did on. the fineſt ſpecimens of the Arts of 


Muſic and Painting“? For theſe reaſons alone, I 
mould be unvilling to ſurrender my opinion to the 


Authorities of Dr. Garcon or Dr. Johxsox. 
But I am ill leſs diſpoſed 1 to do ſo, when I conſider 


myſelf as ſupported in oppoſition to them by men of 


ſuch erudition and taſte, as Sir Ricyary STEELE, 


Mr. SyxRIDAN. and Dr. BLAIR; and that this is 


| Giliciſm, 


the caſe, may I; think, be proved from their works, 


(to which I may by and by have occaſion to refer, 
ehher by frong, inference or Jorzpal declaration. 


© « " 4 ” 
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To all this it mi be added, that perhaps ſome of the very quilities | 


which exalted Dr. Jounson ſo much in the eſtimation ot his Fi low-crea- 
5 es, tender his te ony, in the preſent inſtance, at leaſt ſuſpicious. He was 

ignified Moral, a profound Critic, an accurate Jud if weare to 
beliove another celebrated Critic,  ** a man of accurate judgment — — have 
* a great flow of ideas; becauſe the lighter relations, making re in 
his mind, have no power to introduce ideas. And hence it 2 accu- 


© rate BT is not friendly to declamation WO 3 Elements of - 
ol, 1ſt, p. 20. : 
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0 Gs toFs1.r0n, had I ranſacked the whole 
e Engli/k Authors in ſupport of Dr. 


bop an's poſition, I dont know. any that I could 


have found ſo ſatisfactory and concluſive as this ve- 


ry Perſon to whom my opponent has appealed in 


order to overthrow it. Fz.Tox he acknowledges, 


and with juſtice, to be a Writer of . no mean repute”. 


1 have no objebtion to unite with him in the enco- 
miums he beſtows on our Divines I take it for 


granted that * they excel, not only-in ſoundneſs of 
«doarine, exadineſs or method, and clearneſs of 


& reaſoning, but alſo in the ſimplicity and elegance 


of their ſtyle, hy "geen of Pape: * a 
| ODOR SIT 


_ Admit, T fay, al this, are NEED no | other requi- 


| fites of a Sermon on which he is totally filent ? May 
not the compoſitions of theſe Divines be efſentially 


deficient in' other particulars, fuch as energy, ani- 
mation and warmth ? This, I imagine, is the exact 
point on Which we are at iſſue The queſtion is, 


| whether the French Writers do not excel fo much | 
in theſe qualities as to render them no leſs worthy 


of 3 imitation, than the Engl i/h are for their © ſound- 


: *neſs of doarine, exatneſs of method, &c.”? And 


to decide this queſtion, what more natural or impar- 


tial mode than to have recourſe to univerſally ap- 
proved models? Now admit all the imperfeftions 


of which the French are accuſed, -Admit that they 
Fiibound | 


- 1. 


* 


L 8 


e abound in points, antitheſes and conceits“ and 
that in endeavouring to render their ſtyle elevated 
and copious, it often becomes inflated and verboſe, 
Taking them, with all their defects, and the Engl:/k 
with all their excellencies, which approach neareſt 
to Dx MOSTHENES or Crexxo—our TILLOorso&ũ 

and ATTERBURY,. or their Boss uE and BourDa- 
Lovz? I believe the moſt partial and determined 
Critic will not heſitate to aſſign the palm in this re- 

mee to the latter. | 


This fact, then, eſtabliſhed, hear the acute Ws 
intelligent FeLToN;—*with me the wonder is, that 
Cour Divines do not exceed the greateſt Orators of 
„ GREECE and Rows, as far as our topicks of argu- 
e ment and perſuaſion are nobler, and infinitely more 
A *forcible than theirs : Should an Orator ever 
. Griſe, of DEMOSTHEN ES ſpirit and TuLLY's genius, 
«and apply himſelf as an Orator to divinity, work 
«and labour his ſubje& by all the great topicks of 
c reaſoning and perſuaſion, what wonderful produc- 
© tions ſhould we behold ? And if the pathetic, per-. 
* ſuafive way of, writing, were more practiſed and 
* enforced, I believe it would produce wonderful ef. 
* fefts among thoſe who are nat wanting in the know 
* ledge of their duty, nor yet in the conyiftion of its 


FL. truth, but are backward in their practice of it, and 


4 forward to tranſgreſs it”. As this Writer appears 


: oh br. admirer of FELTON, J here 2 5 the 


; L.-T 


+, concluſion of the paragraph with an earneſt wiſh that 
be may give it all the attention it fo juſtly: deſerves. 
e cannot leave this argument without one obſer- 
78 vation more, that if we will write of morality only 
- +  -*upon'the heathen plan, and enforce it only from 
1 their topicks, we ſhall find all our eſſays too weak, 
* and demonſtrate to the world, that a mere moral 
„ Cunfsriax is as much below a Pagan, as a Divine fort > 
047 Lor believing CuRxISTIAx is above him'. Alas! is it 
poſſible but that this Socinian Advocate muſt be af- 
fected by ſuch an obſervation as this ? Would to Hea- 
ven that it might accompliſh, what I deſpair of doing, 
his converſion“! Who vill not lament that there 5 
mould be any SeRariſts calling themſelves Chriſti: 8 
TREE ans, who by undermining the fundamental truths 
SDS revelation, are incapable of profiting by the ad- 
*. - 2, Vice of this good man? But the love of Gon to 
NE Mankind in condeſcending to take on him hu- 


as - 7 


8 Ts ö 
| * * e e Wen « ah 35 Ds, 7 6s - 5" "2 1 1. . 
£ Heund many of his Brethren delight to ring perpetual changes on the 
mexrits of Mr, Ropinson a BarTtisT PagrOR at Cambridge, partly becauſe 
be diſcovered a Hoſt inveterate antipathy to our eſtabliſhment, and partly 4.2 
becauſe he profeſſed himſelf a Convert to the Socinzan Syſtem. This Mr. 75 10 
1 Robert Robinſon is repreſented as an © extraordinary man, a man of fin- * 


_ gular talents?!, of rare abilities“, Who, wonderful to relate ! « excited the BY | 
« admiration and ſecured the eſteem" of Some of the moſt diſtinguiſhed orn. * 
© ments of the Univerſity of Cambridge”. All this may be very true, but there 

are two points on which it would be more to the purpoſe'to give us fome 
ſatisfaction, and Which this Writer might have done in as few words and | 

Witch es little trouble. In the firſt place, was he as forcibleand perſualive'in 1 

hiz-eloquenee; after his converſion, to Socinigniſm. as before, and did he after | 
this event acquire or continue to enjoy the admiration and eſteem of the 
To om charafters alluded to? Secondly, what ſentiments did he entertain of 

dis converſſon, 48 it is called, in his dying moments? When on the con- 

+ _ __ fines of eternity, did he nöt experience that he could find no mare reſour- 

W againſt the terrors of the LoD in the religion of Dr. PRIEST LI than 

8 be might have done in the religion of a rofeſſed Dz 1 sT—for it 18 a death-· bed 
' = that is to decide on the wiſdom and ſincerity of-a converſion? bs 
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man fleſh - the ſalvation of ſinful Creatures by the 
blood of a REDFEEMER expiating fin on acroſs—the 
horror of future puniſhments from their ſeverity: 
and eternal duration rejecting (as the Socinians 

do) theſe affecting and awful motives to animate 
their Hearers to virtue, how is it poſſible but that 
they muſt © write morality only upon the Heathen 

b plan, and enſorce it only from their topicks" ? In | 

treating of the beauty and excellence of virtue, how 
is ĩt poſſible but that in their inſtructions they muſt 
prefer a method, beſt adapted to their ſubject, and 
be content with reading cold, didactic Eſſays, inſtead 
of delivering animated and perſuaſive Orations?— . 
£ « thus demonſtrating to the world that a mere, mo-— 


MM . * 8 
ral Chriſtian is below a Pagan... 
Y But to return.  Unſucceſsful as the Remarker ies ] 
| | 4 L 4 was IT $3 7 
| 3 S nl 7 a; N A „„ 
0 * See the Caluiniſtic and Socinian Syſtems exenined and con nd ne ER 
wo) Fuller; Let Wo who like Mr. Ros ix son, is diſpoſed to excha 


Chriſtianity for Socinianiſm, oy that he has accurately and maturely weighed 
the arguments on beth ſides, till he has read this work, It is a work which - - 
at leaſt demands a reply. The Author is one with whom it will be no di- 
n ment to Dr. PRIEST Himſelf or any of his renowned Champiounmng 
do take up the ee Indeed if they do not enter the liſts with him, $& 8 
. | Public will be led to conclude that their religion has received a wound from 
' © Which it will not eaſily recover. In a; vigorous attack on Dr. PAST LET, 
. "= in conſequence of his emigration, inſtead of replying to the ſacts and refuting  / 
id the arguments contained in it, his Friend Mr. Linpszy is content with 
ing it a * tiſſue of abominable calumnies”, The Author is '\avowedly a 
r. Coss Er of Philadelphia, but ſuppoſing him unknown, ſuch a mode of 
EF treating his attack maybe a convenient way of waving a conteſt, but ſurely is 
not a manly way of humbling an Antagoniſt, In the preſent inſtance, how- 
ever, even ſuch a reſourte, that of regarding an opponent with contempt is 
_ wanting, Mr. FulLzx's Arguments are very little ad hominem but almoſt ali! 
ad doctrinan. Theſe Arguments are ingenious and fglid ;7andiit ſeems incum-· 
bent, I ſay, on Dr. Pz1zsTLEY or ſome of his Friends to reply to them, 
though the taſk may not be quite ſo eaſy and pleaſant asthat of wattiog fune- 
ral eulogies on Mr. Rosinsox or other-Individuals, whom they may 
indeed — and glory in as precious Converts, but whom others will 
always regard as unwary dupes or miſerable apoſtates. | 


„ 
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1 bis application to the authority of Patron, he 
' ſeems to wander if poſſible ſtill more from his pur-= 
poſe, and to furniſh arguments in favour of the ve- 
_ "ry. cauſe he means to condemn, by the paſſage he 
ſeletts from the work of a © celebrated French Au- 
5 thore. The object of this Writer is to improve 
hie eloquence of the Preachers of his own Country. 
For this purpoſe he adverts to their blemiſhes and ++ 
defects. He condemns their, meaſured formalities, WY 
their too much laboured and florid ſtyle; in parti- 
cular after the examples of RariIx, FexzLon and 
La BAUVHAE, be diſcountenances that falſe taſte 
which had too much prevailed of ringing changes 
on the Diviſons, a practice tending more to. perplex 
the attention chan aſſiſt the memory of the Hearer.” 
But ſo great an Advocate is he for Apoſtolic v. 
e and fire, that rather than be deficient in Tn 
d = © theſe qualities, he would ſet at nought all kind of 
5 method and art—like DBEMOSTUHENES or St. Paul, 
bearing down every thing before them with the im. 
Penne of a torrent, be would have the Preach- 
er attend to nothing but the grand objet̃t of ſeizing 
on the hearts of his Hearers, and « rouſing Sinners, 7 
by the thunder of the Goſpel”. Such ſeems to be. 
the preciſe meaning ol the eloquent morceauextraQt- 
5 ed from chis ingenious Writer. And with arguments 
1 ol ſuch a tendency conveyed in ſuch a ſtyle, is it 
- that this Author ſhould be nt 
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duced in ſupport of the dull, lifeleſs, phlegmatick 
mode of preaching in this Country? Or in other 
words, who would not have fixed on him as the ve- 
ry firſt to prefer to it that of the © French earneſt- 
*neſs and warmth”, accompanied with all its dif. 


advantages, and - ſhort PO RN by WM 


found ? 


But Waring thus 80 (ue as I hope) i fads. 


faQtorily replied to the Authorities of my Antagoniſt, 


in order to be ſtill more competent to decide on the 


queſtion, let us inveſtigate it under another point of 
view. The taſk may not be irkſome to him, if he 
is (as I conclude) of the clerical order of one kind 
or other, though I cannot think him ozTHoDox®: 
Should I advance little or nothing but what has 


been ſaid a thouſand times before and a thouſand —- 
times better, yet ideas in a different dreſs may help 
either to refreſh hᷣis memory, or incline to a further 
enquiry any young Student into whoſe hands his 
Pamphlet may have fallen, and in whoſe mind it 

may have excited any doubt. I am aware, however, 


of the diſadvantages attending ſuch an undertaking, 


There are two evils which almoſt unavoidably await - 


a Profeſſional character in delivering his ſentiments 


on 8 ien He yy be OY by ou of . 
: 5 N | * a 


* In addition to the proof of this ä hinted at 6f his founding th 
iſes and extolling the merits of Socinians {ee with what roid 


; Fidifferente, or rather, with what exultation he ſpeaks of the fall of eſtabliſh» © 


ments.— Page 9.—and with what diſreſpe& and inſolence he treats two emi4 
dent and learned Charaſters on tho e 8 26. 


8 3 | . 
f N g 24 1 N wet . 2 i . "1 r 
duke vanity of wiſhing obliquely to be his own Pane- 


[36] 


gyriſt. He may be reproached by others for com- 
mitting faults which he condemns, or for not being 


able to illuſtrate in practice, what he has the pre- 


"T4 


- fumption to recommend in theory. But in the ap- 


prehenſion of theſe evils, however certain, are we 
to ſhrink from; the inveſtigation of truth? © Theſe 


evils are temporary—they will diſappear—truth will 


ſooner or later triumph and be eſtabliſhed—a reflec- 


tion which tends more to adminiſter comfort than 


the dread of ſuch, evils does to excite inquietude 
Let us have recourſe, then, to firſt principles. 


What is Eloquence? According to its ſtritt and 


common acceptation, the art of perſuading and ex- 
citing to action an art to be employed in convinc- 


| ing the underſtanding and affecting the heart. The 


union of theſe 1 two objekts is indiſpenſable and ought 
never to be loſt fight of; for if you confine yourſelf 


ſolely to the former, that of convincing the under- 
._-  flanding, the odds are great but that you fail in your 
. endeavours to excite toaQtion. If, on the contrary, 


"{ 8-2. 


you confine ' yourſelf ſolely to affebting the heart, 


5 you vill not only fail of ſucceſs and make the un- 
| derſtanding revolt, but you will expoſe yourſelf alſo 


to inevitable ridicule and diſgrace.” However, in 
the application of your powers to combine theſe ob. 


_ jets, you will have reaſon to make one or the other 


1 here lere, e to $ Bom ! have, in 


- 
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„e 
view or the nature of the ſubje& you propoſe to diſ- 
cuſs. In that kind of Oratory which is termed judi- 
cial* your influence may depend almoſt ſolely on 
the weight, the number and variety of your proofs; _ 
or a plain and conſiſtent arrangement of fats may 
operate nearly all you would wiſh, | 
But ſhould your object be to advance the cauſe 
of religion and promote the intereſts of virtue, from 
that innate ſenſe of right and wrong implanted in 
the human breaſt, the difficulty conſiſts not ſo much 
in convincing the underſtanding, ' Men are readi- 
ly brought to acknowledge what their conſciences 
tell them they cannot diſavow. In ſeeing their du- 
ties laid before them with plainneſs and perſpicuity, 
they will ſoon acquieſce in and admire their propri- 
ety and utility. On this head the taſk of the Ora- 
tor is comparatively eaſy, but it is far from being 
completed. The grand object is from knowledge 
to advance the Hearer to practice, from a barren 


adtmiration to induce, him to action; and to effekt 


this, conſidering the depravity of Mankind, the per- 
verſeneſs and obſtinacy of the paſſions, the natural 


propenſity to reſiſt the calls of virtue, how many | 


diffficulties are to be overcome, how many obſtacles 
to de removed? What energy in remonſtrance, 
What tenderneſs in exhortation muſt be employed? 


be Floquence of the Pulpit is a ſpecies unknown to the Ancients, and 
- , comes not diſtinctly under either of AzisToTL z's Diviſions, the, Demon- 

| ende Deliberative or Judicial —It appears to be à compound of the two 
mer. | | 
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© Theſe, then, are the points abich, « as © the ſoul and 


| Furie of has art”, demand of the Chriſtian Teacher 
his principal labour and attention. To theſe his am- 
- bition ought chiefly to be directed. In ſtudying elo- 


quence as a ſyſtem, in.analyſing its various branches 


or parts, he will reflect on what means are moſt like- , 
. | ly to conciliate the affections and ſtimulate the heart. 
In the progreſs of this ſearch he will contemplate | 

with pleaſure, will reſolve aptly to introduce and in 


ſome meaſure familiarize himſelf with the higher 
and bolder figures of Rhetoric. The more ſublime | 
and important his ſubjeR, the greater the neceſſity _ 
of awakening | and perſuading, the more will theſe 
figures be had recourſe to under the direction of 


| m gt and taſte, 


In fact, to illuſtrate my Wending more fully, let 


7 us ok a -compariſon—a compariſon neither igno· 
ble nor vague, if we. conſider the ftri&t and ſolemn + 


Dy Few which unite a Paſtor to his Flock —let 
us repreſent the CygisTiaN MIxISTEA, in regard 
to bis Audience, i in the ſituation of a Parent tender- 
* intereſted for a favourite child. Is it his object 


| to inculcate on him any virtue or reclaim him from 


any vice? He will undoubtedly firſt endeavour to 


convince the underſtanding. For this purpoſe, re- 


flecting on the diſpoſitions almoſt inſeparable from 


youth, cheir averſion to ſerious topicks, their want 770 
of e for ſg en from a multi- 


A 


det end at 20H e tude 
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ue of arguments he will ſelect the moſt ſimple and | 
moſt concluſive. Avoiding, equally, affectation and 
vulgarity, he will produce theſe arguments in terms 
the ſtrongeſt and moſt perſpicuous. He vill ſet 
them in the moſt intelligible and moſt ſtriking point 
of view. Thus he will endeavour to withdraw the 
veil which intercepted the light from the mind, or 
diſſipate the deluſive i images which dazzled the ima- 
gination. But having done this, will he remain ſa- 
tisfied with having done all that is neceſſary ? Has 
he not a much more arduous and important taſk on 
his hands? And will not the all- powerful mandate of 
nature urge him to diſcharge it? Having rendered 
the object of his reformation acceſſible to motives, 
will he not think it of the firſt conſequence to mis” | 


the impreſſion of theſe motives on him durable? To 


a chain of reaſoning, then, or an elucidation of prin- 
ciples, will ſucceed warm and intereſting emotions, 

tears, iighs: and entreaties, effuſions of zeal and love. 
& You agree to what I have advanced”, he will fay, 

you admit the force of theſe truths, your ſilence | 

E proves that you cannot controvert them — but, Oh, 
bobby all the tender and ſacred ties that unite us, or : 
Kl il you have any regard for your own intereſts, re- 
t ſiſt not the impulſe of this convittion in giving 
_ himſelf up to the feelings he will adopt the language 
of nature. He will be ſubject to ſudden pauſes and 

| ay He will break out, irreſiſtibſy as it 

| F2 were 


ON. 2 0 2 N * p. * 1 * 1 P 
4 3 * 1 - - F : , 
* * f $ . 
* * 5 , f * 
t , . - . 
4 5 4 1 : * p < - 
WS * 1 
% : : 
— 


Thy Were, into mh anche. Theſe confequen- 


ces will flow ſpontaneouſly from his affettion—but_ 
from an affeftion at the ſame time under the con- 


maul of reaſon. In yielding to it, he will not for- 
get to call in judgment and diſcretion to his aid. 
He will profit eagerly by the utmoſt delicacy | and 
_ . precaution; ſince a neglect of theſe means might 
produce an effett directly contrary to his views. In- 


ſtead of ſoothing and ſubduing be might irritate 


and] diſguſt. Thergfapę, ſhould this affettion e 
bim to epploy cenſure or reproof, it will not nen 

ilſelf mingled with bitterneſs or chagrin, but accom- 
panied with unfeigned ſorrow and concern. He will 
not break out into accuſations unmerited or extrava- 
0 gantly ſevere—he will not make uſe of inſinuations 

" denoting a want of confidence, or of ſuggeſtions ariſ- 
ing from vanity and intereſt; neither will he conde- 


; 5 ſcend to obſervations irrelevant, nugatory or mean. 


Hence in adopting this model, we ſee that there are 


7 errors to be avoided as well as beneficial rules to be | 
_  followed—and. hence we may learn by it to dra 


the material diſtinttion between the real: Orator and 


ad benevolence; in che _ with 
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5 = = FOR Fanatical Declaimer. The talents diſplayed by 15 

| each, are as oppolite as the ſources from whence 
____ they ſpring, Both diſcover the effefs of zeal; _ 
; are earneſt and vehement i in their addreſſes. But in 
te one yon will find zeal accompanied with meek- 


g 
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ſpleen, miſanthrophy and arrogance. Far be from 
us, thoſe violent denunciations, thoſe intemperate 
outcries, thoſe affected whinings and ſobbings ſo of- 
ten heard in the deſultory harangues of Enthuſiaſts, 
The higher powers of eloquence to produce their 
effect muſt ariſe, not from an unbridled effrontery 
or an overheated imagination, but from genius ma- 
ene by à cultivated taſte and a well. tried judgment. 


12 It is to ſuch means of perfuaſion thus duly regu - 
OF f lated and diſcreetly exerciſed, that I contend for it & 7 wk 
| ; © the CuxtsT1an MinisTex is to have recourſe z- 2 5 
for ta what numerous or popular Aſſembly can theſe” 
means be ſo applicable as to a Chriſtian: Audience? © 
Will it be contended: that they are better adapted. 
| © to Theatres where Politics are diſcuſſed or where 
private intereſts and diſputes are ſettled, and that 
«. they are ſubverſive of or incompatible with that ſo- - _ 
lemnity and decorum ſo neceſſary to be preſerved _ 
in the Pulpit ? I anſwer, this objettion applies only 3 
to What I have been endeavouring to expoſe, an 
BH. indiſcriminate or injufficious application of them. 5 
ö Isos enter into a further detail on this head, to point 
out when and how lively images and the bolder figures 
ol Rhetoric may be employed according to the kind 
„ and number, of the Audience, the nature of the 
© ſubject, and a variety of other circumſtances,” is a 
| talk which falls neither within the ſcope of my abili- 


ties nor the.c extent of theſe reflections.“ Common ; 
I N | 


DIES . on thi head fee Dr. BLALS's e vol 2. b. 55—19 
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7 ſenſe will dictate to every one, that the danger in 
| uſing them is great and imminent in proportion to 
the ſucceſs expected. If unaptly or unſeaſonabl7 


introduced, if unaccompanied in the Preacher with, 
the uſual requiſites of elocution, he may fill his 
hearers with diſguſt and attraR ridicule on himſelf. 


But if the art\of eloquence be to perſuade, and 


'£ the ſtrongeſt powers of this art are to be diſplay- 


ed in proportion to the weight and importance of 
the object that is had in view, on what occaſion 


ought they to be reſorted to more aſſiduouſſy than 
- when this view is to reſcue men from deſtruction 
and advance them to eternal happineſs? To ſay 
that to attempt to excite in one's hearers great and 


rel emotions in order to perſuade them is not | 


the province of the Pulpit—but ſhould be confined 
to the Senate Houſe and the Bar, is it not to prefer 
dhe intereſts of time to thoſe of eternity, and the 
concerns of the body to the ſalvation of the ſoul ? 


The eloquence of the Bar”, ſays Rarrx, © cannot 
2 ſupply an Orator either wil ſo important ſubjects, 
or with ſo ſenſible expreſſions, or with fo ſtrong 
80 and vigorous: paſſions,” as the eloquence of the _ 
gs which this makes uſe of 
< to raiſe the affections are ſo forcible ; its figures 

% are ſo glorious, the myſteries which it deſeribes are 


_&« Pulpit. All the {prin 


io great and ſublime, and it ſpeaks with ſuch au- 


| Tens that if there be wi mo ues - 


/ nee 
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« that can lay claim to the ſovereignty of men's hearts, 


by the power it has to turn and move them, and 
I by its natural freedom and independence, tis this 


& alone that deſerves to be crowned”. 


No to apply the preceding obſervations to the 


ſubject in diſpute, or to aſcertain in which Country 
England or France, Pulpit eloquence has hitherto 


approached neareſt to Perfection. Enter any of 


our Engliſh Churches and from moſt of thoſe who 


- occupy the Pulpit what will you hear? As abſtra@ 
diſquiſitions and ſpeculative topicks are pretty well 


exploded—you will hear perhaps an ingenious moral 


 - Effayor a judicious ſcriptural Diſſertation, on ſub- 
| | jefs which from their nature muſt demand eſpe, 
and which from their manner of being treated max 


in the Cloſet tend to improve. The Audience de- 
part thoroughly convinced of the truth of every 


word that has been advanced, or at leaſt which they 


have conſtrained themſelves to hear; and fo proba- 
bly they were before they entered the Church. In 


this reſpect they may have neither gained nor loſt, by 
their labour. But ſuppoſe they were even enlightened, | 
the queſtion is, are their hearts affected? Are their 
paſſions worked upon? Are they perſuaded to 
- bring their ſenſes into ſubjection to the *lay of the 


ſpirit of life”? What! with a Preacher heavy, in- 
animate or unconcerned, how can you expel to ſee 


Ve 195 ſenſations off Joy or grief, of = or fear excit- 


ed 


. c 44 1 


ed in the breaſts of his Hessen Here and hive 
I admit a moving ſcene may be introduced, a pa- 

thetic repreſentation given of mortality, and . 
of the common calamities of life, which may occa-, 

ſion many a fair hand to apply a white handker- 
chief to the Eye. The ceremony ended, the conle- 
quence is that the Audience are pleaſed with the 
Preacher, pleaſed with themſelves. They admire | 
the exertions of his genius, they rejoice at the ten- 

derneſs of their own feelings, Loud commendati- 
ons flow. eagerly from ſome—from others the more 


ſoft and flattering whiſper will reach the ear, „ö, 


5 delightful How excellent” 1=-Sacrifices offered to 
vanity, and received, e h as precious wennde 
wb a {mile of complacency.* _. | 75 
But ſurely the Chriſtian Orator 0 ceflefs a 
moment en the nature of his duty, will ſpurn with 
indignation at ſuch homages as theſe. Little quali. 
ſied indeed muſt he be for his office, if he cannot 
riſe ſupetior to the tribute of a flimſy compliment, 
or the fleeting breath of applauſe. It is remarked 


. by the Editor of MasstELox, as ohe proof of tbe 


. greatneſs of his talents, that his congregation always 
24 bs EA ſilent, (He . e the encomi- 


89 


* k Wet too 8 Alters a kind of AY 3 Ci the Hebr- 


8 Ser and the Preacher ; the Preacher repays the commendition, which the 


Hes rer beſtows liberally hea him, with the pleaſure which he gives him; 
and the Hearer for the pleaſure he receives from the Preacher makes a 
_ « large return of Wart eh, n RH and Gop will ſay one day to both of 


them, Verilyyou . reward” r Eloquence in TIE | 
e. F. 351. N | 


i a 
Ty 


wr [4 > | 


um paſſed on him by Lovis XIV. which does equal 
honour to the Preacher and the Prince, is in every 
ones mouth Mass11.Lon, I have heard. other 
* Orators and have been pleaſed, with them, but when-" 
| * ever I hear you I am diſpleaſed with nyſelf *. 
7 His words were left as ſtings in the hearts of the Audi- 
ence. In fact, it is the tear of humiliation that flows 
ſilently at the remembrance of neglected duties—It 
is the pang of remorſe at the idea of wilful tranſgreſ. 
A, fions—it is the ſigh of gratitude and devotion, the 
_/ charitable and pious refolution—theſe are the tro- f 
phies after which, though forever hidden from his 
knowledge, the true Preacher aſpires, as his ſole 
glory and earthly reward. At theſe. he aims, and 
he cares not if they are purchaſed: amidſt a ſhower | 


of ſarcaſms inſtead of applanſes from the volatile 
and ignorantf. 


But how is ſuch ſubſtantial W to oe >. 
How are ſuch beneficial effetts to be produced? 
Are theſe important ends likely to be gained by a 
* well-ſeaſoned harangue on ſome ſpeculatiye point 


(>. « of ee p By 1 0 confutation of le, 
r e 


\ 


- 


1 recollegt to © hare met with, fommbere, a a OE of a ſimilar na- 
ture, ſaid to have been paid BouxDALovE by the great Conds. On perceiv- 
ing ſome of his Friends or Attendants whiſpering as e e Was 
picending the Pulpit, he id aloud, 6. 9 _ 8 8 


+ « Behold the picture is it like ?—Like whom | 2 
The things that mount the roſtrum with a | 
And then ſkip down again; pronounce 2 dert; 
5 70000 em; and, reading what they never wrote, 
"4 8 af x fifteen minutes, huddle up their work, 
And wah a well-bred whiſper cloſe the ſcene!” 
18 Cowrz xs Ts Vol. ad. P. 66, 


"Lt 1 


ö eee Heretic, by a dry, eien diſcuſſion of 

_ «ſome dark ordubioustext, by a cold elaborate diſſer- 

__ 5 eee eee ſubje&, or a curious diſcuſſion 

deo ſome paſſion of the mind, or a vague declama- 
i 
| 


dam on ſome virtue or vice, and their effefts on 
a Society and Individuals? Vet fuch 1 find the ge- 
e netal taſte of preaching now to be”. No. © It is by 
OR th natural and animated pictures of good and evil, 
4 hirtue and vice, Heaven and Hell, and all thoſe 
vVootker awful and momentous topieks which religion 
WE 5 Deere, chat the imagination is to be rouſed, and 
dite various affections of our nature intereſted. It 
14 1 „ 4 thus our admiration and love are to be kindled, 
- 8 | & Gur ayerfionand indignation raiſed, our hopes an 
5 * Ps be fears awakened, our joy and forrow, our fympa- 
1 Th. e other paſſions, excited. In doing this, 
'F 1 25 „(there will be both neceſſity and ſcope for all the 
1 e bold, the tender, the ſublime and the. pathetic fi- 
1 Ne 8 * eures, which have been employed ot recommend. 
8 | Ke gh . 4 1. fs by the greateſt Maſters of elaquence”®, Ft: 
3 . Theſe are the ſentiments, not of a partial French 
"I 5 gen who lays don rules wich a view to exalt the | 
1 5 5 merits of his n Countrymen at the expenſe of 
=.  truthy--they are the ſentiments. of a plain ſenſible 
Von. Brilon, who lamenting the ſtyle of Preaching - 
=: : x Which prevailed i in this kingdom is anxious to im- 5. 
mM ou . e . . 5 fa they contain 
WS * $6 - principles ; 
A e een mi — 5 70, TY | 


(Ga REED 
priveiles in which Perſons of all Counties will 


ih Pulpit Orators on "the Conti inent holy Catholigs 
and Calvini/ts appear to have been eſpecially guid- 
ed in their Compoſitions. Amidſt ſuch a number 
5 of Candidates ſor eminence in the art, it is not ex. 
Th rraordinary that many ſhould have failed— it is not 
4 extraordinary that Men of a moderate genius, in 

1 attempting to write like DEMosTHENES or CicRRo 
. 9 ſhould diſguſt by making their language ſwell above 
| 
q 


the ſubject, or by burying their ideas, poor as they 
are, in an accumulation of words. But when che 
works of ſuch ſhalt be no more remembered; thoſe” 
of others will furvive the wrecks of time and form 
mie pride and delight of the lateſt Poſterity. Taſte 
and judgment muſt have loſt their influence, when | 
7 Mankind ſhall ceaſe to admire in them thoſe grand 
1 and vigorous conceptions, thoſe vivid and daring 
images which tranſport the imagination pang . 8 
trate to the bottom of the ſoul. | 
In treating of the higher fates ef Ribetavle, Dr. : 
Beal has produced an inſtance of the Sublime in 


He adds, Did Biſhop SnzxLock's Sermons, or 

* indeed any Engliſi Sermons whatever, afford us 
2 e many paſſages equal to this, we ſhould oftener have 
+ & $ recourſe to them for inſtances of the beauty of 

5 n 4s es ROO his re- ; 


__ _, 


* 
p * 


MJ. 
wp 


2 Profopopeia from the works of Biſhop SHH n. 
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ſearches with the utmoſt diligence, he was ſenſible, 
perhaps, that he would not have met with ſuch ano- 


ther inſtance. In vain would he have looked for 
dhe ſublime in any of our moſt popular and admired 
Writers, Til rorsox, ATTERBURY/ or SECKER- 
For examples of the Aros rxo A he is obliged to 
have recourſe to che F. rench, and produces ſome no- 


ble and affekting ones from Boss vr, the Father of . 


pulpit eloquence. MassrLton might have 'been 
reſorted to for a ſimilar purpoſe, but it is for im- 


f  provement in ſtyle, not for ſublimity of ideas, that 


we are to look to him as a Model ſurpaſſing his Pre- 
deceſſors. Neither of theſe Authors in their reſpec- 
tive excellencies are ſuppoſed to have had a Supe- 


c rior or even a Rival. They have, however, had 
followers in later times of no mean diſtinction. Of 


this the Sermons of the Abbe PovLLe will afford a 
convineing proof. Dr. BTAIR has quoted a cele- 
brated paſſage from Mass 1LLOx Which VoLTAIXE 


dern, the object of which was to excite a ſalutary 


tending to excite ſenſations of a different kind. The 
"Abbe Pour was called to preach a Sermon for 


g i ” © , 22 i 
. 1 . | ; Wh 


has pronounced equal to any thing ancient or mo- 


terror and alarm in the breaſts of his Hearers. | 


May I be permitted to preſent the Engliſh Read. 
er with a paſſage from the Author above-mentioned 


the benefit of ſome Priſoners of all deſcriptions, fuch 
5 we e are e confined in our Ne- 
3ate. 


* 


L 40 ] 
gate. A Room adjoining their cells was converted 


into a temporary Chapel, to which the firſt Perſons 
of diſtinction in Paris reſorted on the occaſion. 
His text was, „Remember them that are in bonds”. 
The Whole of the Diſcourſe may be deemed a maſ- 
ter-piece of compoſition. In an elegant and famil- 


iar Exordium, ſuch as Exordiums | ought generally 


to be, congratulating himſelf at the ſight of all ranks 
and conditions meeting as in a centre for the relief 
of their Fellow Creatures, he adds, But, my Bre- 
- &thren, the circumſtance and place in which you 


| * now are, demand a more than ordinary exerciſe 


« of your liberality. For, in ſhort, theſe Priſoners 


are allowed only three days in the year to lay be- 
' # fore you their diſtreſſes; and that not of them- 3 
« ſelves—they could not fail to move you but ſole- _ * 


hy through the organ of a GosrzIl Mixisrzx. 
« FTheſe three days elapſed, they will be forgotten 
and Priſoners forgotten are nee TY 
«without reſource and without hope“. 


He divides his Diſcourſe into two De and en | 
forces the duty of givin alms, firſt from motives 
of humanity and religion, ſecondly, from motives | 


| of gratitude and intereſt. Aſter working upon the 
feelings of his Hearers by many a lively picture of 
+ the diſtreſſes of the Poor, and after u urging the claims 
of religion upon them both as rich men, as Chriſt- 


ans and a8 e he concludes the 92 part with 


. a 


. wy Fo 1 50 1. 8 

— ico mig he rus. 
ed by a union of the two principles, ( humanity 

and religion” in the following image. am arm. 


join fands unite theſe two ſwords, and the enemies 
ele Church will be confounded,” © Ye Rich and 
Great, ſuffer me pow to make to you the ſame 
. & propoſal. Jam Sharged with the miniſtration of 
mie. word, You, with the diſtribution of alms; let 
aus unite theſe two. duties, and there is not an un 

_ * fortunate ObjeQ, howeyer hardened he may be, 
who can reſiſt our attacks. Let us make the expe- 


— 


den; no eircumſtance can be more favourable, 
eee arc on the ſpot. Let us go together in- 
00 thoſe gloomy, frightful dungeons, images in 


every ſenſe of hell, where are ſeen and heard 
only profanation and blaſphemy. Emboldened by 
« your: preſence, armed with the inſtrument of ſal 


3 | : , ation, I Will lift up my voice amidſt their i impre- 


TH x 3 = «cations and horrors, and will ſay to thoſe furious 
TR. * vretches *Unhoppy Beings, Mi do you defy Pro- 


5 « he ſends. has Meſſengers to conſole you”. AE theſe 


N 1 EA , 4 
TRAD + +1145 E * I 
, x - 8 


i 


wy laid formerly a great Prince to If rata 
PFontiff, I am armed with the ſword of the tempo- 
Fraß, Ven with: that of the ſpiritual power. Let us 


« vidence ?- . You mult your, God at the very moment 


| & words, you will break the chains of ſome, you will 

0 * reſtore others to their diſconſolate family, you # | 
will diffyſe on al abundant gh 129 witneſs 
id OE CP Pang 


| 


4 


n 

® of the prodigies of your charity, I will add with 
_ &confidence, gloriſy ye the Lord who comes thus to 
E viſit you in the midſt of your affliftion, glorify kim 
_ &yithout ceaſing ; and we ſhall find all minds ſub. 
« qued, all hearts ſoftened; and thoſe dwellings of 
& deſolation, like the furnace of Babylon, will re. 
* ſound only with ſongs of praiſe unto the Mosr 
Hie. Let us not ſeparate—the ſalvation of our 
& Brethren is at ſtake. ' Let us fly to the conqueſt 
aof ſouls. Be not diſcouraged by the loathſomeneſs 
of their habitations. What are hoſpitals or pri- 
4 ſons? Is there any place ſo frightful as not to bo- 
come amiable when we are ſure of finding Jzouvs 
„ Cunisr there? Let us go together wherever 
«there are miſerable Beings who blaſpheme Provi- 
& dence—lI will ſpeak to them boldly of the good- © 
+ neſs of that Gop who watches over the preſerva. 
tion of all men; and what my words. will but 
* announce, your Wente more * PRO will 
- prove”. 
It is certainly not ach the 8 5 Jener th to 
quote the eoneluſion of the Diſcourſe in this place, 
becauſe it may appear to bear too great an affinity. 
to what we have juſt read; in ſome parts a fimilari. 
ty of ideas and expreſſions may recur. The Read- 


er, then, will reflect that half of a Diſcourſe filled 


with a new ſeries of arguments intervenes. ' In a 
. ne ſiyle, he N to the recol- 
| | "Ir : 


t 32 1 


| bg: of his Hearers, that in ths: ts of the 
Poor they behold their Redeemer, and then enu- 


merates the many-favours for which they are bound 


in gratitude'to him, in particular his immenſe love 


in dying for them on a croſs. He next attacks them 


- .» by motives of intereſt and ſelf-love. He ſhews that 
ans is the ſureſt way of obtaining pardon for their 
ins, and ſecuring them a bleſſed eternity. He con- 


cludes that motiyes ſo numerous and, powerful can- 


not but have awakened their ſenſibility. He reminds 


dem, however, that ſenſibility was not charity, that 
tears were not alms. But abandoning at once al. 


© ſuſpicion unfavourable to them, he gives way to an 
effuſion. of zeal in an image, which will not be the 


leſs admired” for the orat6rical, ID: with : 
which: it is introduced. | 


"22 think", ſays he, * at this moment to RE 5 


"3 voice of the ALuicnty addreſſing me as it did 


4. formerly the Prophet“, * Prieſt of the liuing Gov, 
at doſt thou behold 2” «© Lox, I behold—and 


9 91 behold with conſolation, a prodigious number 


of the rich and great, moved, affected for the firſt | 


85 lime at the fate of the miſerable and diſtreſſed”. 
A Paſs: on to another ſpeclacle, pierce through theſe 
Halls, into theſe vaults ——What doſt thou behold 5 : 


*A crowd of ,unfortunate objects, more unhappy, 


ö ow” perhaps, than guilty. Alas! I hear their confuſ- 


« '*6 . the dee of. agg miſery, 


We us LO ONS. 2 the 
8 4 _ - * P 
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mY 


6; groans of A innocence, the 20 of 4. | 
+ ſpair—ſounds how diſtraQting !—they penetrate 


and rend my very foul”. © Deſcend below, What 


« doſt thou now find?” In the midſt of a diſmal 
& cloom, tombs as: habitations, reminding one of 
& hell beneath; a food which ſerves as much to pro- 
long the torments of life as life itſelf; a little ſtraw 


e ſcattered. here and there, a few rags, diſhevelled 
C hair, ferocious looks, ſepulchral voices, which 


like that of the Sorcereſs, ſeem to iſſue in ſobs 


from beneath the earth; contorſions of rage, hi- 
deous phantoms beating themſelves in chains „ 


Men, the Horror of Men”. “ Attend theſe diſcon- . . 


I ſolate Victims to the place of their immolation. What'-/ 
wilt thou diſcover 2” & In the midſt of an i 5 


* concourſe of People, Death on a ſcaffold, armed 
e with all the inſtruments of infamy and pain. The 


blow is given hat conſternation and terror on all 
ſides? A general ſhriek is heard human nature 
e fhudders, but not a tear falls“. Compare now - 

t what thou haſt beheld on one fide and the other, and- 


* 


& conc lude Lok p, the more attentively I conſider, 
the more I find that the compenſation is exact. 
4 I ſee for every oppreſſed man a protettor, for 


6 every indigent man a benefaQor, for every cap - 

e give a deliverer; they are almoſt in preſence abs 
L each, other, they are ſeparated only by a wall and 
5 $ the hearts of the Rich, A prodigy of thy Grace, 
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e e inen ef dete te . 
4 ons only one The prodigy is operated; the rich 
& abandon this place in - haſte and throw themſelves 


e eagerly. into the priſons. Hence not a poor man, 


_ *not- a debtor, ſcarce an-obje in diſtreſs is to be 

„found. Tbere remain only a few . Criminals. de- 
4 voted to the ſword of juſtice for the general in- 
4 tereſt of ſociety, whoſe moſt ſacred laws they have 


35 violated; but even theſe are comforted, relieved, 


DI... diſpoſed to receive their puniſhment in a ſpirit of 


L repentanice, and their death as an expiatory ſacri- 
bee. Monſters as they have been, they are about 
to die as Chriſtians. It is done, — at the approach 
4 of charity all thoſe mournful objects, ſo affliting 


| . 4 to human nature, diſappear and I behold only 
0 the Heavens open, for the admiſſion of theſe Souls 


truly Divine, fince they are merciful, worthy of 
E reigning forever with Thee, O thou Redeemer of 
« the Captive, Conſoler of the afflicted, Father of 


4 * the poor and friendleſs, Gop of all merey”. 


It is not neceſſary to maintain that ſuch a _ . 
e as given in this literal tranflation is exact. 


I adapted to the Engl: iſh Pulpit; perhaps thoſe who 


know there is nothing fimilar to be found i in our Ser- 


mons, and who feel themſelves unequal to riyal it, 


ntay be tempted to exclaim et is too bold, too ve- / 
+ hement and abrupt for the cool and ſedate temper 
130 « wt 5 N of this Country”. But the queſtion 


to 


5 L 


L : 88] 


to be determined is, Is it eloquence? If your own 


feelings do not ſuggeſt the anſwer, examine it by 
the precepts, compare it with the models of antiqui-. 
ty and after ſuch a view ſhould you be inclined to 
give a deciſion in its favour—ſhould you think this 
and other ſuch Sermons no leſs worthy of imitation 


than the one which Dr. Gaz cory has ſelected from 
Mass11LoN, there is room enough left for genius to 
exerciſe itſelf upon it in various ways; it may reduce 


or transform the ideas, it may give them a language 
of its own, it may adopt ſome parts and reje& others 
but ſhould you be diſpoſed to reject the whole 
as compoſed altogether in a bad taſte, as unworthy. | 
to be read at all, depend upon it, my Young Cleri- ; 
cal Friend, you are never deſtined to excel in the 
moſt uſeful and moſt eee me of your Pro- 


Though the deres effort of bets FR might 


not carry them to the ſummit of perfection, yet did 
_ Chriſtian Orators keep in view as neceſſary this 
warm and animated ſtyle in the compoſition of 
their Sermons,—did they conſider themſelves as vi- 


ting a perſuaſive Oration inſtead of a didactic Eſſay, 


one advantage of conſiderable magnitude would be 
almoſt ſure to reſult from it; the important requiſite 

of elocution would not be fo rare an attainment as 
tit is. Preachers regarding themſelves as engaged 
| ney in a kind of debate with their Audience, 

"Ih ne i ne & 2 ee - Þ 
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inſtead of that cold monotony, or thoſe: harſh ind | 
irregular ſounds which ſo often grate upon the ear, 
we ſhould find that their delivery would be eaſy, 
natural and harmonious—the ſame propriety in their 
cadences and emphaſes, the ſame inflections and in- 
tonations of the voice would prevail as in the courſe 
of common argumentative converſation. It would * 
be impoſſible for any Perſon not endowed with the 
gift of elocution to read one of CIcxAOs Orations 
or of Masst11on's Sermons with any effect. 
Now on the ſubjett of a negligent or ungraceful 
9 delivery, how many reproaches from eminent Au- 
| thors of our own Country has not the eſtabliſhed 
Cuvnxcn endured? To this cauſe have been imput. 
ed the great decay of true religion and the rapid in. 
1 ereaſe of ' Seftariſts, particularly che Methodiſts a- 
1 5 mong us. Whatever nonſenſe or abſurd doctrines 
4 te Leaders of theſe People may advance; yet they 5 
b inculcate them with ſo much Zeal, they are ſo im- 
3 Wn, portunate in their Addreſſes, they appear ſo fincere- 
wa ly intereſted/in what they ſay, that the Populace 
cannot reſiſt the force of their impreſſions. Before 
| : they have time to call in reaſon to their aid and Sith- | | 
- + out the help of examination, the affeQions of the 
multitude are gained. They become converts, as 
they imagine, to the ſoundneſs and excellence of ihe | 
_  "doArines of the Preacher; but it is in fact, to tbe 
& wv nn and e manner in which theſe 


F 
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dogrines are delivered. Hence our Churches are 


deſerted, and Conventicles are crowded. ' © Of all 


«the People on the earth”, ſays Sir RIchHARD 


STEELE, “there are none who puzzle me ſo much 


© as the CLERGV of Great- Britain, who are, I be- 
« lieve, the moſt learned Body of men now in the 
E world; and yet this art of ſpeaking, with the pro- 
«* per ornaments of voice and geſture, is wholly neg- 
« leQed among them; and I will engage, were a 
deaf man to behold the greater part of them 
„ preach, he would rather think they were reading 
the contents only of ſome Diſcourſe they intend- 


ed to make, than actually in the body of e 


« tion, even when they are upon matters of ſuch 


6 a nature, as one would believe it were impoſſible 
© to-think of without emotion. There is no emoti- 


con of the mind”, ſays Mr. SyzxiDan, which nature | 


does not make an effort to manifeſt by ſome 


e ſigns; and therefore a total ſuppreſſion of figns, 
« is of all other ſtates, apparently the moſt unnatu-. 


ral; and this, it is to be feared is too much the 
- & ſtate of the Pulpit Elocution in general, in the 
„ Cyurcn of ExcLanp; on which account, there 


. never Was perhaps a religious Set upon earth, | 


. whoſe hearts were ſo little engaged in the act of 
6 public worſhip as the, members of that Church. 

Jo be pleaſed, we muſt feel; and we are pleaſed 
« 295 an, The Preſbyterian are moved ; the 
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_— Methodiſts" are moved; they got their Meetings 
© dend tabernacles with delight. The very Quakers 
ate moved, fantaſtical and extravagant as the lan- 
r guage of their emotions is, yet ſtill they are mov- 
* by it, and they love their form of worſhip for 
« that reaſon 3 whilſt much the greater part of the 
members of the Engliſi Church, are either baniſh- 


- _, + ed from it through diſguſt, or reluSandly-attend 


+ the Service, as a diſagreeable duty v. 
But diſmiſſing the ſubjett of dlocution; let us fm 
our Pulpits repair to our Libraries. Let us examine 
the Sermons that have ifſued from the preſs ſince the 
5 days of Tir rorsoM. We ſhall find, no doubt, 
8 many ſtriking inſtances of the improvement this 
ſtyle of compoſition has received; but we ſhall find, 
_ "perhaps, nothing that may be deemed a complete 


woclel. Take the Sermons of Dr. Barn, deſerved- 


hy the moſt popular, the moſt approved and which 5 
ſeem to come the neareſt to petfeRion of any at 
Ve have. Who will not read them again and again ; 
with avidity and pleaſure? The Author diſplays /- 
in then moſt of the excellencies of the art of com- 
Poion. Who will not adinire the purity, the ele- 
gance and dignity of his ſtyle; the paucity and at 
the fame time the exat᷑t propriety of his epithets; 

8 dhe variation as well as the uniform harmony of bis 
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and ſolidity of his remarks, by the force and preciſi- 
on of his arguments, by the judicious and lucid or- 
der in which they are arranged? But after all, is 
there no room for improvement in theſe diſcqurſes? 
Might there not have been infuſed into them a great- 


er portion of; that ſpirit which is emphatically called 
_- Unflion?. Are they not ſuſceptible of more energy 


and fervour? I am ſenſible I am treading on deli- 


to his own definition, a & perſuaſive Orationꝰ. He 
is, I admit, often pathetic if not fublime. He inſi- 


nuates himſelf into the heart. He abounds in appo- 
ſite and enlivening tropes—but do we ſee him often 


inſpired call forth the more noble and-commanding 
figures? He faſcinates by the mild and temperate 


fuſed ?# + pſt 
a | Other 
$ : il „ 


5 


In putting theſe queſtions it will be ſeen that I deliver my ſentiments 
with heſitation and diffidence. After the beſt examination I have been able 
to make, I am of opinion that Dr. BLatx's Sermons, taking them all in all, 
- conſidering their number, the variety and novelty of their ſubjefts forma the 


beſt Colleftion for practical purpoſes, for reading in the parlour or the clo- 


* 


. cate ground, and I ſhould be ſorry to incur the im- 
pPutation of temerity; but I am almoſt tempted to ſay 
_ that Dr. Brix has not faithfully exemplified his 
own, precepts that he has not ſufficiently kept up | 


ſplendour of his images, but does he rouſe and 
.impel to action by weightier and more powerſul 
ſprings? In ſhort he rivets the attention when gnee - * 
offered, but why not try alſo to extort it when re- 


ſet, of any at preſent extant in any language. But this is no reaſon why ſome» 


thing more perfect of the kind may not be conceived, No one can admire 


91 
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more than myſelf the introduction of thoſe ſolemn appeals to hie Audience A 
| often to be found in his two laſt Volumes, and it is ſurpriſing chat in puriv- 


4 
* 
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8 Other Sermons on the contrary may be found, 
= notatall deficient in animation and warmth or in 
dee uſe of rhetorical figures. We ſee in almoſt eve- 
| _ ry page of them notes of exclamation and admira. 
tion. But in examining them more nearly, what 
1 wildneſs and incoherence in their plans? What 
te regard to unity of ſubject, to purity and ele- 
gence of diction? What poverty and vulgarity of 
ſentiment? What glaring ſpecimens of the mock 
ns pathos and falſe ſublime! It is a remark I have of 
ten made, which may appear trivial in itſelf;*but 
which-is in ſome meaſure charaQteriſtick of the dif- 
ferent geniuſes of the two nations, that let a French 
Preacher treat of whatever ſubje& he will, (except 
. Panegyrics and Funeral Orations where the Saint 
odr Pexſon deceaſed is the laſt Object, perhaps, kept 
| in view) he almoſt always contrives at the concluſi- 
on, aptly to impreſs on the minds of his Hearers in 
a full and energetic period, the idea of heaven or 
ce.ternity. And ſurely nothing can be more natural | | 
E ſince this idea affords the Preacher the moſt pow-  . | 
erful weapon he can uſe—to the abſence of it may 
be imputed all the errors and diſorders of liſe and 
ance of ſuch a ayle of compoſing his Przo0RA4TIONS or Conctu3t0ns ate 
not more laboured than they are,—laboured, I mean, in the ſenſe that artis 
. et celafe artem. We find in them no- ſtrong colouring or glowing deſcriptions, < - 
go elevation of the ſoul in pathetic addreſſes to Heaven no vehement and G 
rapid, apparently extemporancous effuſions, —no fervid and direct applicati» 
ons, Which make every Hearer feel as if he was perſonally aimed at. Theſe, 
. however, are reſources coming laſt into the Orator's. plan which agitate the 
heart in the moſt lively manner, which excite emotions not to be concezled, 


and convince him by a ſuffuſion of the countehance that his work is crow | 
or at leaſt that be has not exerciſed his art in vain ned, 
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it cannat, therefore, too ſtrongly occupy the mind. 
In Englif Writers, on the contrary you will not 
only find this rule far from being attended to, but 
in many inſtances it does not appear even to be 
_ thought of—you will meet with ſome concluſions 
feeble and languid, with others haſty and abrupt 
even ſo as to ſurpriſe and diſappoint the Audience“. 
Nor is it unfrequent though ſtill more curious tg 
hear an Orator coldly inform his hearers, after Me 
ing diſcuſſed the firſt part of his ſubjeQ, and with. 
/ out making the leaſt application of it, that if he lives 
and they ſhould be ſo diſpoſed, they may be favour-, 
ed with the remainder by attending him the Sunday 
following, or on ſome future occaſion}, ' _ . 
Upon the whole, the ſuperiority of the Engli/h 
over the French as expert Logicians and profound - 
Divines, it would be raſh and imprudent to contro- 
vert. But when we extend this ſuperiority to them 
e induces » colineſs amworthy bis GER, Th, . ba 


| | ended one of his fineſt Sermons, in which are paſſages ſublime+, with a trite 
[+71 moral ſentiment as proper to come from an Epicurean Philoſopher as a Chriſtian | 
| Divine. In the preceding ſentence he has entertained the imagination with 
an Allegory—grand and terrific, I admit—but ſtill it is not thus that DI Mo 
THENEAs and Boss uE have terminated their © perſuaſive orations”. An al- 
legory, however ſhort, ſhould of all figures be the laſt employed in ſuch a 
ez s it is almoſt 3 to conceal — — _ Hearers the idea of 
33 art, or to ent their perceiving e Preacher has thought 


FE . | + Gch. Sermon Vol. 4th, i 
+ 1 remember once hearing fifteen Sermons on the Lonp's 5 of 


C 


L © Fſteen minutes each concluded in this manner. About ſix minutes of each, . 
| don an average, were taken up in a recapitulation of the ſubje—lſo that the »** _ 
vs, ſluhſtance of the whole might have been included in many a ſingle French 


* 
- * 
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alſo as Orators, I fear we are ſetting up pretenſions 
which neither wiſdom nor juſtice will ratify. We 
appear to yield to thoſe 'very illuſions of national 
prejudice which we often liberally aſcribe to French 
Critics. The amor Patric is no doubt a laudable 
princi iple, but ſometimes in operating too ſtrongly 
B92 \ perverts the judgment, ſeduces and leads to error. 
It is with the utmoſt reluctance that we can be pre- 
| vailed on to ſurrender the palm in any "thing, to our 
ancient and powerful rivals but when we have ſo 
many ſubſtantial claims of ſuperiority over them in 
5 various branches of philoſophy and literature, Why 
ſeek to eſtabliſh any to which we are not fairly and 
indiſputably entitled? If we have the privilege of 
© triumphing in the unrivalled produttions and diſco- 
veoeries of ſuch men as NEW TON, Bacon, Milton 
And SHAKESPEARE, Why. not let them peaceably 
exult in the merits and talents of their renowned 
Orators? Why ſeek, 1 repeat it—why ſeek to de- 13 
grade theſe Orators by involving them all in one 
general unqualified cenſure, which in its full extent 
55 apply, perhaps, only to their e e . | 
188 een ye pA N 
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„ We of us are apt to think very meanl of the French Writers, 
and are always ready to complain that their produdtions are ſo ſuperficial, 
s and abound with ſuch a ſuperfluity of words, as makes them flat and tedi- 
dus. But this opinion may we roceed more from partiality to ourſelves than PE 
from reaſon. and an unprejudiced judgment. I will not lay that there is the 

4 ſame maſculine vigour-in their compoſitions, which is the character of out 

„ Englifa Writers; Los there is too much ſpirit and good ſenſe in many af 
Ithem, to deſerve the contempt of r aa in = gh wa, Wor LEY'S 
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Here then, I put an end to the diſcuſſion of a 


ſubject, into which 1 was unwarily led, and to which 


from the beginning, I have felt myſelf inadequate. 


At every paragraph the truth of the obſervation has 
forcibly ſtruck me, and I have applied it as a re- 
proof but too juſtly incurred, that to write well 
on eloquence a man ſhould be eloquent himſelf. 
It is one thing to conceive, another to be able to 
execute one thing to render one's ideas merely in- 


telligible, another to impreſs them on the minds of 
others with vigour and effect. Deficient as I may 
have been in this laſt object, I had placed myſelf 


in a ſituation that I could not well avoid attempti ng 


the former. It ſeemed a duty due to myſelf and 


the Public, either to retract what I had advanced, 
or to produce my reaſons for continuing to ſupport 


what another had attempted. to overthrow. . I had 


faid, © the ſtate of pulpit eloquence in this country 


_ *has been long ſince deſervedly the ſubje& of com- 
- *plaint”—for'the truth of this, in addition to my own 


.._ obſervation and experience, I have produced the 


written documents of very reſpectable Authorities 
authorities which I know of no happy revolution that : 


has been operated within a few, years to invalidate ; 


the remarks they have made appear to me to remain 


in great if not in full force, and applicable to the 
— e e eee then, to improve this 


„„ eloquence 


| „ See Pages 455 G 7 and blatt 266. Lege. 
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d eloquenee is laudable”. Ves, and I might have 
added, may be to the young man, a ſincere lover of 
bis Profeſſion, advantageous; for if the pun were 
-- admiſſible, . I would ſay, though he ſhould fail in his 
endeavours to write good Sermons, in following the 
principles here recommended, his endeavours to 
write Sermons will hardly fail to make him good“. 


be formed by a union of the French earneſt- 

gels and warmth with the Engliſh accuracy and 

___ G-reaſory and that an obſervation of Dr. BLAILR's 
E ſo long on record, did not appear to have been con- 
2 97 et CE Fs ac, 


. 29 Y 9 2 — N a | | 
| I Was ignorant at the time that Dr. GREGOR had 
—* ___ . givenan opinion tending to undermine this poſition, 
andi if in! conſequence any ſhould imagine that 1 
have treated with too much levity and freedom a 
charadter of reſpeQability and weight, let them re- 
fſlett what freedom Dr. GRE SOA himſelf has ſhewn 
in Tpeakifg of Men of ſuch eminent genius and ſuch 
diſtinguiſhed talents, that taking them with all their 
defects, ſcarce a century is feen to produce their 
33 5 10 0y FT ge 13 gy 
P In Lached thoughts like theſe, it was e to repeat what is * 
be found in every regular Treatife of the moral qualities of the Preacher. 
Without piety, ſincerity and purity of life as the foundation of his labours, 
in vain will he apply to all the reſources of art to make him truly eloquent. 
"Theſe m ons 4 him to amuſe and delight the fancy but as to more im- 
portant objects, he will be as « a ſounding braſs a eee We. 
non poſſe Oratorem eſſe mij virum bonum was the perpetual theme of declamation 
From the Heathen Philoſophers to thetr Diſciples, with what additional 


weight and in how ſuperior a degree does vot ſuch an injunction preſs upon 
- thoſe who ae v, dee to be Teachers of the precepts of CuAS1Hf. 5 
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equals—let them refleR, that with a ſingle ſtroke of 

his pen, and that obliquely given in a note, he has 
not ſcrupled to conſign to oblivion, works which not- 
withſtanding the change of ſentiments in religion 
and in ſpite of the utmoſt ſeverity of criticiſm are 
deſtined for immortality v. Let them be informed 
alſo, as a further inducement to ſmooth the cenſor's 


bro, that if I have fallen into any errors or miſcon- 


ceptions, I will on conviRon, not only ſubmiſſively 


retratt them, but will gratefully acknowledge the 
favour to any who ſhall deign to point them out. 


Inſtigated in this enquiry by a love of the art and 
a ſincere regard to truth, I have given what little 


ſupport I could to an unpopular fide of the queſtion, 
at the imminent hazard of exciting the diſpleaſure, 


perhaps the indignation of certain Critics—but how- | 
[ 0 0 . Y ; 
'® It is a circumſtance not a little curious, that about the ſame, year, per- 
haps the ſame month, that a learned and ingenious Doc rox of Divinity with 
us, was declaring that he had read the moſt celebrated of the French Preach- 


rs, and that far from deſerving to be compared with the Engliſi, he found 
chat they did not deſerve to be read at all—an eminent French Divine, whoſe 


talents have ſince raiſed him to the dignity of Cardinal, was expreſſing ſuch a. 


| ſovereign — for our Orators, as to ſay that eloquence was unknown: - 
in the Country. a 
burſt or emotion in the houſes of PARLIAMENT, and produces two inſtan- 


e admits. that now and then, there may be an oratorical * 
des from Lord Bol tinczrokt and Mr. Fox—but as to our Preachers, ia 


Imitation of Dr. Gxzcory, he examines the moſt celebrated, quotes pa 


fages from TI I Lor sox, and in an indignant Apoſtrophe to Louis XIV. re- 
probates the degrading idea of comparing him with Bossuzr, Beun p- 
Tou or Mass1I TON. Such preciſely are the ſentiments on the ſame ſubject 


nearly the ſame time of two Cotemporaries, both men enlightened, both 
. .avowedly preceptors and practiſers of the art of eloquence, and who both 


would probably appeal to the ſame ſtandards to eſtabliſh their opinions. 
Reader, for whichever ſide, or in whatever manner you are diſpoſedto deter- 


. mine, in lamenting the force of natural prejudice, you will at the fame time 


5 this uſefal leſſon never to ſa er your own judgment or give 2 
haſty and mag e aſſent to any authority, however high, on matters Which 
le o 


you are capable of examining into and reſolving for your fei. 


= 


ve ach I may have erred i in judgment, and-ex- 
| poſed myſelf to reproof in conſequence, it will not 


appear, I. truſt, that on the one hand I have wiſhed 
Vantonly to depreciate the real and ſubſtantial merits 
of our Engliſh Divines, nor on the other to extol 
fro ma blind credulity. the French Orators for qua]- 
| ities which they are not found to poſſeſs. 1 have 
more than once admitted that, the latter are ſubject 
io defects but to defects which of all others in 
adopting them as models, it is the moſt eaſy to avoid. 
Their ſtyle is generally luxuriant and diffuſe, often 
turmid and verboſe. From the nature of their faith, 
it muſt be Adee alls that Proteſtants will con. 


withal For they pan a fervour and zeal, a ten- 


derneſs, a heat: felt concern in the intereſts of their 


Hearers—ſenſations which as leading to the pathetic 
| and ſublime, render them highly worthy of imitation 
and were I to preſume to give advice to a you 

Friend taking on him the Clerical Habit, I DO” 
undoubtedly, recommend him to eſtabliſh his ſoun- 
dation on a ſtock of ideas derived from the ſound . 
Ty at Wh; PLE refleftions on morality ofa. 
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thoſe Sermons which treat of mere fubjects of morality, where will you. diu. 


cover ſentiments more pure and ſublime? In whom will you perceivea, 


| more intimate 8 of men and manners, a more thorough inſight into 
mu folds and. windings of the human heart than in inne hen 5 | 
Wc an ney. . ee de! | 
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his Audience, let him i 


F 67 J 


Barrow, a TiIITLorsox and a Secktx—but in 


his further progreſs, ſhould he ſeek to impreſs cape 
; ideas in the moſt ſtriking manner on the minds of 


n upon the dry, lan- 


guid and unpoliſhed ſtyle of theſe great menand 


not diſdain to profit by contemplating the lofty flights 


of BossuzT and Sa ux, the more uniform vigour 
of BouxDaLovs, and above all, the elegance, the 
ganimation and pathos of Mass1LLON®. By this 
means, if genius ſhould bear him out, he will be like- 
y to produce Sermons more -perfe& than any we 
have yet to boaſt of 1 in our language —he will be 


likely to exemplify in an eſpecial manner what tbe 
great Maſter of the art of a AAU happily en 


forced, 


Lectorem deleflando, pariterque . 


* I wiſh I had abilities to render 4 homage to this great and 

to the gratitude I owe him. Iwill make a confeſſion which ren 

liating to myſelf, will not detraft from the utility of his works. ef oY 
Youth at College, 1 had imbibed too much poiſon from reading Works 


Which are often put into the hands of Voung men to render them W 8 


in a life of thoughtleſſneſs and gaiety. I alſo read Sermons— I went to 
Church and heard Sermons—but I never received ſo ſalutary an impreſſion © 

as from Mass1L0N's Des Doutes de la Religion. 1 was at an age when iriking 
and lively pictures were likely to awaken the mind, thou oh foes and ſolidi- 
ty of reaſoning might be ſet at defiance—and imprſoagncs thus made 
generally lead to a ſerious and ſteady inveſtigation, X 


What muſt exalt MAs811 L ox in the opinion of every Ade Peron, 


is that happy py art in whith, 3 he excels all others, of uniting 7 
a ed 


and ſimplicity of ſtyle. n accommodating himſelf to the 4 
delicate taſte of the moſt learned, and moſt poliſhed Audience in Europe, he 


| Omne tulit hn qui miſeuit wil ali, ? 
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hardly ever adopts an idea or a word, but what the moſt illiterate W Ig 
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Errata. 
en 65 Note, for natural, read — 665 oi am 8 — 
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